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course I must admit that some of the
men concerned in the unregistered clubs
are really decent fellows; but there is no
getting away from the fact that the unm-
registered is an irresponsible body, 1o
which the concestion should not have
been granted. Their proposition is of
no use in respect to the breeding of
horses, 15 in faet nothing bat a gambling
machine. I have nothing more to say.
I thank bhon. members for having ex-
hibited so much patience towards me.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.4 p.m.

Regislative Hesembdly,

Thursdey, 25th October, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ai 3
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: Midland
Junction Abaiteirs and Sale Yards, aud-
ited accounts lo 30th June, 1915.
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By the Minister for Mines: Regulation
under the Coal Mines Regulation Act.

QUESTION—ABORIGINE CHILD-
REN IN MISSIONS,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1, How many children were eared
for by each of the following Aborigines
Missions for the financial year 1913-14,
and the amount paid by the Aborigines
Department to each of these missions for
the support and eduncation of the child-
ren for the same year:—Australian Ab-
origines, Beagle Bay, Ellenshrook Home,
New Norcia, Presbyterian  Church, Salva-
tion Army (Girls’ Home), Sunday Island,
Swan Native and Half-easte, Drysdale
River Ahorigines Mission? 2, How many
children are now cared for in each of
the said missions? 3, What amount dees
the Government intend granting to each
of the said missions for the current finan-
cial year for the support and education
of their children? 4, Will the Govern-
ment resnme the former practice in re-
gard to the report of the Aborigines
Department, namely, to have the report
laid on the Table of the Honse and
printed, as all other departmental re-
ports, for the information of the public?
5, If not, why not?

Hon. R. H. UONDERWOQOD (Honorary
Minister) replied: 1,—

No. of Expen
Name of Mission, Children, diture,
1913-14. | 1913-14
£ ad
Australian Aborigines 35 470 8 2
Beagle Bay .. . 143 §00 0 ©
Elensbrook .. .. 4 3419 6
New Norcia .. .. 43 350 0 0
Presbyterian  Church | Unknown | 144 9 1
Selvation Army . 18 218 1 8
Sunday Island .. 62 200 0 O
Swan Native and Half-
caste .. . 43 500 12 6
Drysdale River Nil Not sub-
sidised.
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2 -

2
Name of Mission. C.l\ulid r(::;l
Australian Aborigines . 21
Beagle Bay e .. | 130 approx.
Ellensbrook 4
New Norcia .. N 40
Presbyterian Church . Unknown
Salvation Army ‘e . 14
Sunday Island . 59
Swan Native and Half-caste 34
Drysdale River . Nil

Figurea taken from last available returns.
XNo return from Beagle Bay for some months.

3—

Estimated

Name of Mission. expenditure,

1915-16.
Australian Aborigines £450
Beagle Bay .. . £400
Ellensbrook .. . £35
New Norcia .. . Nil
Presbyterian Church . Nil
Salvation Army . £210
Sonday Island £150
Swan Native and Ha.lf-c,a.ste £450
Drysdale River . Nat subsi-

dised.

4, The annual report will be laid on the
Table of the House in dne course. 1t
has not been printed for two years. 5,
Answered by No. 4.

OIL FUEL AND COLLIE
COAL.

Mr. MALE, for Mr, Robinson, asked
the Premier: As oil fuel suitable for
internal combustion engines used in trae-
tion is now being made from New Sounth
Wales coal, will the Government iake
steps to ascertain if Collie coal can be
treated to produce a similar product?

The PREMIER replied: Professor
Wilsmore, of the Western Australia Uni-

_ versity, to whom the guestion was ra-
ferred. states, *“It wounld not he an
economic proposition to treat Collie conl
for the purpose of obtaining oil fuel only.

QUESTION—
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This heavy oil is a by-product obtained
in the proeess of gas-making, and Collie
coal does not contain suflicient- volatila
matter to enable it to be used for that
purpose.”

QUESTION —INDUSTRIES ASSIST-

ANCE BOARD AND CROP SALES.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is it the intention of the In-
dustries Assistance Board to compel
seitlers who assigned their crops to that
hoard te sell their wheat by the 3lst
December next, irrespective of price
offered? 2, If fair prices are not offered
by that date, will the hoard extend the
time daring which the seitler will- have
the right to sell?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS, for
the Minister for Lands, replied: 1, No;
assigned settlers have heen protected by
a circular to buyers, which states,
“Farmers will have a free hand to sell
at o time and price considered suitable
to them. Any coatract entered into on
the basis of London parity price, on date
of contract, will be accepted as binding
on the board.” 2, If fair prices are noi
offered there is no obligation on the hoard
lo accept; but the board does not pro-
pose to extend the date at present, as it is
esseniial that it should be in a position to
handle as much as possible of the pro-
ceeds of the crops before the 1st Febru-
ary to meet gnarantees for cornsacks, oil.
twine, machinery, and wagons, given on
behalf of assisted sefilers.

QUESTION —RAILWAY OFFICERS,
INCREMENTS.

Mr, HEITMANN asked the Minigter
for Railways: What are the reasons for
the refusal of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to make public the list of officers
who received increments at the last two
reviews?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: This is not a matter of public
interest, but one lying solely hetween the
Commissioner and the employee con-
cerned.



2102

QUESTION — RAILWAY WONGAN
HILLS -MULLEWA AXD  CAR-
RIAGE OF MAILS.

Mr, HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Is he awnre ihal seltlers
along the Wongun Hills-Mullewa railway
have their mails sent por road from the
Midland railway? 2, What is the ex-
planation of this arrangement?

The MINIBTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The IPostal Depari-
ment declines to send ithe mails by rail,

QUESTION — COLLLE COAL,
DANGER FROM SPARKS.

Mr. HEITMANX asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Is he aware that scores
of fires are being cansed by sparks from
the locomotives along the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa raitway? 2, As the wsrass is
quickly drying, will immediate sieps bhe
taken io minimise the risks of loss to
farmers by their erops heing hurat?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No. 2, Steps have already
been taken in this direclion.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Mr. ROBINSON hrought up the re-
pert of the joint seleei commitice on
Monev Bills Procednre.

Report received and read.

RILL—PERMANENT RESERVE.
All Stages.

Iniroduced by the Minister for Works,
and read a first fime.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. . Angwin—Norfl-East Fremantle)
{3.157 in moving the second reading said:
T desire to point ont that this is a very
laree reserve situated at Capel, on the
Stirline estate. The portion that we are
asking should he excized from the reserve
i= of ahont 50 aeres.  The reserve was
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made for 1he purpose of tuart timber, but
the northernmosl angle of the reserve
consists of limestone ridges on which no
inart is growing. As a malter of faet, a
lime kiln was established there some time
ago, and portions of tle reserve had been
leased for lime prior to the reserve being
declared a class A reserve, I have dis-
cussed this matler with the leader of the
Opposilion, Our object in having a por
iion excised from the reserve is in order
that we may take inlo consideration an
offer made for the manufacture of cement
in Wesiern Australia. We have in the
Stale to-day a gentleman from South
Austvalin who declares that his party
have hehind them a capital of some
£80,000 for the purpose of establishing
cemenl works.  Theyv desire to have a
lease of this portion of the reserve: but
before anything can be dune for the pur-
pose of entering into an agreement with
them, it is neeessary that this portion of
the reserve should e excizsed. We have
several applications for leasecs for the
manufacture of cement, ane at Dongarra
amnd anather at Take Clifton. This gen-
tleman is asking for no concessions whal-
ever. His one desire is that he should he
permilted to {ake stone from this area at
Capel. and lie hopes ta be allowed to pro-
ceed with the establishment of cement
works and to take shell from the river by
dredging. on whieh he will pay a royalty.
It will also be necessary that he should
use the slack of Callie coal in conneetion
with the mannfacture of Ihe cement,

Mr, Smith: Ias
draft ngreement?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No,
we  eannot consider that wntil we have
power to deal with this portion of the
reserve, which we ask shonld be excised
from the larre area reserved nnder elass
A for tuart.

Mr. Smith: Will von submit the agree-
ment to the Honse?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot guarantee that. He is merely ask-
ing that he should be allowed to lease
the land and pay rental, and that we
shonld give him leave to dredge portion
af the rviver for shell. He is not asking

he snbmilted any
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for exclusive righis.  There have been
other propositions made which would tie
the Government down in one or another
way. Of late we have found preat diffi-
culty in obtaining cement, and I think it
wonld be to the advantage of Western
Australia if we eould have cement works
established in the district. The intention
of the gentleman to whom I have referred
is to establish portion of his works some-
where near Coffee Point if satisfactory
arrangemenis can be made. T regret that
the leader of the Opposition is not heve,
because I promised him I wounld introduee
the Bill before Parliament closed. I
nove—
That the Bill be now read « second
time,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [3.21]:
It is only reasonable that the Govern-
ment should ask the Honse to agree to
the Bill. The JMinister has explained
fullv the infentions of the Government,
and 1 think the Fouse will pass the Bill.
It is intended to use the land for a good
purpose, and it eannot be so used unless
the measure receives the sanction of the

House. 1 have pleasure in supporting
the second reading.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [322]: 1
agree with the last speaker. Tt is very

necessary that we -should have cement
works established within the State. I
have pleasure in supporiing the second
reading, for T feel sure the interests of
the State will be sirictly conserved by the
Minister for Works.

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Committee, eteelera,

Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted,

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS
AMENDMENT,
CounciVs A mendments.

Sehedule of two amendments made hy
the Council now eonsidered. .

ACT
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In Commiliee.

Mr. MeDowall in the Chair, the Minis-
ter for Works in elrarge of the Bill.

No. 1, Clause 2, Subelaunse (1).—Add
the following proviso:—"Provided that
no proceedings shall he taken for the re-
covery of rates herelofore struck if, and
so long as, the amount thereof is paid by
equal annual instalments extending over
len years from the commencement of this
Aet; the first of such instalments to be
payable at the expiration of one month
from ihe commencement of this Aet, and
every subsequent instalment to become
payable at the expiration of each sue-
ceeding  period of twelve calendar
wonths*:

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS: In
regard to these amendments sent down
from the Counecil, T am going to move
that they be agreed to. Hon. members
will see that the two amendments will
give satisfaction Lo all concerned. They
are the outecome of an arrangement made
after diseussion with the Minister for
Lands, as he virtnally promised when the
Bill was previously before hon. memhers.
A satisfaetory understanding has now
heen arvived at. Under it the hack rates
due will be spread over a period of years,
and in additbon a reduction will be
effected in the annunal rate to be struck.
T move— .

That the amendment e agreed to.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY ; 1 am pleased to
find that both Houses are in aecord in
regard to these amendments. I notice
that these amendmenis were passed in
the Conneil without any dissent, in fact
they were apparently agreed fo by ar-
rangement,

Mr. ROBINSOXN: T am very gratified
that this amendment has heen acecepted
by the Government. It is one of those
suggested by the member for (Gascoyne,
and the fact that it is now accepted by
the Government should give zeneral sat-
isfaetion,

Question put and passed; the Conncil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2, New Clause.—Insert a new
clause to stand as Clause 4, as follows:—
“Sections forty-seven and forty-nine of
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Lhe principal Act are hereby amended by
striking out in the said sections the words
‘two shillings’ and by inserting in lieu
thereof the words “onme shilling’”*:

. The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

nove—

That the Council's amendment be
- agreed to.
This, like the other amendment, was ae-
cepted by agreement.
Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to,

[The Speaker resumed tie Chuir,]

Resolutions reported, the report adop-
ted, and a Message accordingly returned
io the Couneil.

BILL—ROAD CLOSUGRE.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[3.31] in moving the seecond reading
said: This is one of the nsnal Bills that
come down to Purliament every session,
and which provide for the closing of cer-
tain roads in various parts of the State.
This Bill provides for the closing of a
lane in the Claremont road distriel which
has been asked to be closed for fhe pur-
pose of a subdivision of certain land.
The lane is owned by private persons
who also own the land on either side, and
the intention is to subdivide the area,
and this eannet be carried out until the
lane is first closed. The request has been
made that the lane should be closed, and
it is necessary, owing to the plans having
been deposited, that an Aet of Parliament
should be passed to allow the land fo he
closed. The second matter dealt with in
the Bill is to close portion of Amos-
street, Midland Junetion. This is an ar-
rangement brought about by the Midland
Junclion munieipality and some private
persons, Messrs. Keeley Bros. This has
been approved by the local authority.
Every consideration has been given to the
matter, and I hope members will agree to
the request. The third matter is a pro-
posed closure in the municipality of
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Northam. This is asked for for the pur-
pose of "effecting improvements at the
east end of the Northam station yard, the
Railway Department having found it neé-
cessary to close certain portions of a road
extending from Charles-street to the east
side of Morrell-street. An arrangement
lias heen entered into so thai gates can be
placed on either side of the road, and
the road will then be maintained by the
Railway Department. The next matter
dealt with is the elosing of a certain por-
tion of Bellevue-terrace in the eity of
Perth. This has been requested for the
purpose of making improvements in ¢on-
nection with the King’s Park, The re-
quest is made by (he King’s Park board
and the Perth City Counecil, and I can
assure members this has the sanction of
tle local anthority, and no doubt will he
satistactory ta the city. The npext is the
closure of Hillside-street, Mt. Lawley.
This has been approved of hy the Perth
roads Loard. An arrangement has heen
made by which one portion of the road
will he closed and another opened, whiel
will be a great improvement {o the dis-
friet when carvied into effect. All these
applications, as far as 1 am aware, ac-
cording (o the informalion 1 have re-
ceived, huve been considered by the loeal
authorities, and we must realise that the
loeal authorities must know more about
the opening and closing of roads than
lion, members. 1 think il 15 our duty to
eomply with their request. I have ex-
amined lhe maps very carefully, and 1
am of opinion that by the closing of cer-
tuin roads and the opening of ofher reads
in lieu, improvemenis to the various dis-
tricts will he effecled, [ move—

That the Bill be snow read a second
time.

Hon. J. 1D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
[3.36]: 1 do nol rise with any desire to
criticise the Bill except o say that so far
as that portivn which relales to the eity
of Perth is concerned, 1 am quite in ae-
cordance with it, and, as the Minister has
stated, it has been referred to the city
council and the alteration is {o take place
in order to add to King’s Park. = The
road runs parallel to the river along the
top of ®lhe hill. At the present time it is
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a wide road and there are houses only on
one side. and at the request of the eity
coundil and the Kings Park board this
road will be now added to the King's
Pack and become cultivated. The owners
are quite¢ agreeable, and so is the eity
rouneil. [t is alveady surveyed, and I
do ot think there will be any diffienlty.
Many vears ago, when the erection of
Parfiament Honse was under eonsidera-
tion, it was agreed that there should be,
on the recommendation of the adwvisory
comnittee, & sireet surrounding the whole
of Purlinment House, a chain and a half
wile, At that time there was a narrow
street rumning east and west, Wilson-
street, only a chain wide, Qrd-street was
continued hetween the Observalory lamd
and the High School. At that time, in
ovler to earry out the idea of having a
wide sireei surrounding Parliament
House, Ord-street was closed and half a
c¢hain added to Wilson-street, making
Wilson-sireet a chain and a half wide. Tt
was agrced 1lo.continue a street of a
chain and a half wide around Parha-
ment House. Malcolm-street would have
to be widened by half a chain being taken
from Parliament Heuse grounds, and the
same with regard to Cleorge and Hay
streets.  The idea was nol goue on with
o the fime.  Thi= request was revived hy
the «city council and (he King’s Park
Board a short time ago, so far as Mal-
colm-street was concerned, When they
had word that this Rill was fto Ye intro-
duced into Parhament in conneclion with
Bellevue-terrace a deputalion consisting
of the King's Park board and the mayor
of Perth waited on the Minister for
Lands with a reguest that the widening
of Malcolm-street should be added to the
Bill. 8t. George's-terrace is a wide
. street, and so also is King’s Park-road
and there is onlv ua narrow neck—>Mal-
colm-streel—leading 1o the park of a
chain wide, and the deputation asked
the Minister for Lands to ecarry
out the promise so far as Lhe widen-
ing of Malcolm-street was concerned hy
taking half a chain from the Parliament
House grounds and adding it to Malcolm-
street. The Minister readily agreed to
that, and he went further and said that
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as far as he was concerned he would like
to add the widening of Hay-street and
George-streef, but in order not to delay

- the introduetion of the Bill these amend-

ments could be introduced in  another
pHace so far as Maleolm-street was con-
cerned, 1t may he soggested that there
is no hurry over this matter, but a cup-
resses hedge is planted along MMaleolm-
street, and if anthority were given now,
the eily council conld shift that hedge
when the next winter rains were on. But
if the Bill is mot introduced until next
year the winter rnins will be over, and
the cily couneil will not be able {o shift
the hedge with security, and probably
the planis would then be too big to re-
move, )

Mr. Foley: What will beeome of the
corner of the Public Works Department?

Hon. J, D, CONNOLLY: There is a
portion that would stand in the way.

Mz, B. J. Stubbs; You are dealing with
a town planning Bill now, not a Bill for
the closing of roads,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The pro-
posal is only to take a portion of the Jand
from Parliament House reserve and add
it io Malcolm-street.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: That has nothing to
do with the present Bill.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 1t was pro-
mised hy ithe Minister that this should he
added to the Bill in another place, and
I would remind the Minister for Works
of the promisc of (he Minister for Lands,
As the wember for Leonora (Mr. Foley)
states, a portion of the Barracks will
stand on a portion of the land referred
to, but it is no!l intended to alienate that
at present. Tater on when the Barracks
are removed, that portion will be includer
in the street. The reason why I urge
that this closure be added to the present
Bill is so thal the irees can be shifted
during the winter, whereas, if the amend-
ment is nol made now these trees cannot
he removed, 1 ask the Minister for
Works to ask the Lands Department as
to whether what I have stated is not cor-
rect, and if he will earry out the pro-
mise given by the Minister for Lands
that the amendment will be made in an-
other place for the widening of Maleolm-
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street, and if he likes, George-sireet and
Hay-street as well. Bul my request now
12 as far as Maleolm-sireet is concerned.
Tt is the proposal of the Minister for
Lands himself that Hay-street and
Georwe-sireet should be added,

The MINISTER T'OR WOREKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle
—in reply) [3.44]: I do not think the
hon. member can expect me, at a mo-
ment’s notice, fo agree to what he has
asked. It vequires consideration.
whether at this juncture I should agree
to alter the Bill for the purpose of widen-
ing the streets nawed, and it may in-
crease the expense. I do not think this
is a matter of urgency, but I agree that
possibly a few years hence it may be of
advantage to have wider streets all
round Parliament House. I suppose the
City Council wish to grow trees on the
area which it is necessary to allocate
to the voads around Parliament Honse.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They could not
spend money on a Class ‘A’ reserve,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
could spend money to beautify any area
in the district if it would be of advant-
age to the munieipality to do so.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: If the Minister
will lnok at the promise previously made
T do not think he will see any diffieulty
in the matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will look into the matter, The hon. mem-
ber would not expect me, without giving
the matter consideration, to have this
question introduced straight away. I
will, however, make investigations,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee, etcetera,

Mr. Carpenter in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1, 2—agreed to.

Schedule:

Mr. ROBINSON: I am inclined to agree
with the Minister for Works that it is
impossible that the Bill as it stands in
face of the ruling given by Mr., Speaker
yesterday, should be added to in the
direetion named. It is desirable, how-

‘on one side by Maleolm street.
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ever, that the question should be taken
inte consideration. This is part of our
Parliamentary reserve which is bounded
If that
street 1s widened half a chain it is ob-
viously of benefit to Parliament House,
in that it will broaden the approach and
make it morve imposing. The line of
trees belongs to Parliament Flouse and
the Parliamentary gardener would have
{o move the trees, and not the city gard-
ener, If these trees are dealt with now
they could he shifted readily at the pro-
per season of the year. Whether this
ean he included in the Bill or not I am
not prepared fo say. If the Minister
will give effect to the suggestion which
has been made either by altering the title
of the Bill or introducing another Bill, it
will be a good thing in my opinion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
principal item is that of planting the
trees. So far as the roads are concerned
the matter is not one of urgency. These
trees have to be planted in their proper
places. I can only promise, seeing that
the hon, member has stated that this is
within the reserve of Parliament House,
to interview Mr, Speaker, with a view to
seeing whether the request of hon. mem- °
bers could be carried out, namely that
the trees should be planted in their pro-
per places as early as possible.

Mr. Robinson: This cannot be done
unti] the winter time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will bring the matter under the notice
of Mr. Speaker.

Question put and passed;

Schedule, Title-—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment and
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couaneil,

BILIL—PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS

AND ELECTRIC LIGHTIN(:
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)

{3.53) in moving the second reading said :
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It is not necessary io make a long ex-
planation in regsrd to this measurc. Tt
is a short amendment of the Perth Muni-
cipal Gas and Electric Lighting Act of
1911, A few vears ago, when the muni-
cipality of Perth look the gas and electric
waorks over from the IPerth Gas Company,
there was an Aect passed of which this is
an amendment, Now the City council
work the electrie light and gas as a sep-
arate department from the munteipal
offices proper. bhut in the passing of the
Act of 1911 there was no special provi-
sion made, apart from the Municipal In-
stitutions Aet, for the signing of cheques
for the gas and eleciric light department.
Consequently, at the present time cheruex
have to be signed by the mayor, the town
elerk, and ihe City treasurer. As the
ollices are sifuated in a separate part of
the City and as T have already mentioned
the department is worked independently
of the municipal offices, this is found to
be very inconvenient. In order to get
over this difficulty it was necessary to in-
troduce a small amending Bill. This Bill
only provides for one matter. It provides
that so far as electric light accounts ave
concerned the cheques are to be signed
bv the mayor, the general manager of the
elecirie light and gas department of the
Cilv council, and the chief accountant,
instead of, as provided under the Munici-
pal Act, the mayor, the fown clerk, and
the City treasurer. Tn ofher words, =o
far as these municipal cheques are eon-
eerned, thev are signmed hy the general
manager and the echief accountant, in-
stead of the town elerk and the City frea-
sgurer. Clause 3 provides for that, and
Clause 4 simply incorporates part 25 of
the Munieipal Corporations Aet which
deals with all aceounts and audits so that
it will he under the zame system. Tt is
only a mafter of different officers, in ron-
junction with the mavor, signing eheques
instead of the town elerk and the City
treasurer. I brought in this Bill at the
request of the City conncil, and the Pre-
mier was good enongh to affordl me an
opportunity of puiting it through
quickly, for which T thank bim. Tt is
purely a matter for the internal manage-
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meni of the City council and for their
convenience. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In (fommillee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third iime and transmitted to
the Counail.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message received from ihe Legislative
Couneil in reply to the Legislative As-
sembly’s Message insisting on its amend-
menf No. 6, disagreeing with the modifi-
cation added by the Assembly to amend-
ment No. 4, and transmitting for coneur-
rence an alternative amendment tn No, 1.

BILI—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMNENDMENT.

Council’s Repeated Requesls.
Message from the Legislative Couneil
received and read notifying thal it ve-
peated its request for amendmenis Nos.
1 and 3.

In Commitlee.

Mr. MeDowalll in the Chair: the liin-
ister for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1—Clause 2: After the word
“and” in line 2 insert “municipal and
road hoard rates and licenses’:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt
is my intention to aceept this amend-
ment. hut T desire to poinl oul that T
cannof understand the action of some
Iton. members n rezard to the amend-
ment which they have insisted upon.
There have heen complainis vepeatedly
from those representing the farmers in
this House against the Government charg-
ing 6 per cent. on the land vents, and
now we find these same gentlemen in
another place, not only insisting that the
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Government shall take their land rents
and charge the farmer 6 per cent, but
that we shall pay their eart licenses, and
pay their road rates and charge the 6 per
cent. as well. Personally, I consider there
was no necessity Lo insert this in the Bill,
hat in the interests of the farmers of the
State it is vealised that it is necessary for
the Induslries Assistance Act to be eon-
tinued. That is necessary, not only in the
interests of the farmers, but in the in-
terests of the people who previously ad-
vanced money to the farmers. I am sur-
prised at the Legislative Counecil, amongst
whom there are so many represeniatives
of the farmers, adopting the attitude they
have taken up, and forcing this Chamber
into the position of having to accept their
proposal. T move—
That the amendment be made.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am glad the
Minister is willing to accept the amend-
ment, whieh only makes it possible for
the Industries Assistance Board to pay
such rates if they please. I cannot un-
derstand any roads board enforeing pay-
ment against settlers whe had snffered a
failure of ¢rop. Any roads board which
did take advantage of a settler under this
clanse would certainly deserve seant con-
sideration.

The PREMIER : We are compelled to
accept the amendmeni thongh we are
as sirenuounsly opposed to it as at the
ontset, because the Bill has reached that
stage when the non-acceptance of the
amendment would mean the loss of the
Bill.

Mr. Folev: What is wrong with losing
the Bill?

The PREMIER: That is not desirable.
The amendment will not compel the Gov-
ernment fo make an advance but it will
make it very diffienlt for the Government
to vesist.  When the roads boards dis-
cover the provision in the Aect, they ean
make tse of their powers under another
statute whiech cnables them to sell up a
holding unless the rates are paid and, to
protect our own interests, we shall have
to pay up the farmer’s Tates and he will
then have to pay the Government 6 per
cent. jnterest for what, from the indi-
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vidual point of view, i3 really deferred
payment of rates. Thus, those who in’
another place elaim to be conserving the
interesls of the farmers, are diseriminat-.
ing against the farmers by providing that
if their rates are deferred they shall pay
6 per cent, interest on them.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You take the 6 per
eent, interest on them.

The PREMIER: If anyone eclse gets
his rates deferred, as people do for
vears and years, he pays nothing for the
convenience, The amendment will affect
the Government only to the extent that
we shall have te provide a liltle more
capital but we shall get 6 per cent. on
the money for whieh we are paying 5
per cent.

Mr. FOLEY: The amendment should
not be aceepted. The alleged farmers’
represenfatives in another place are mak-
ing il certain that the loeal governing
hodies will fake steps to recover their
money fhrough the Government. I am
about tired of giving my support any
further for any part of the State to be
exploited for the sole benefit of the
farmer. .

The Minister for Works: This is for
the miners as well.

My, IPOLEY : Bot until the Mining
Development Vote 15 ¢ut oui, none of
the board’s monev will he called upon.
The Bill shonld be dropped and the onuns
thrown upon the farmers’ representa-
tives in another place. I believe the ob-
ject of the amendment is not 'to assist
the farmers but merely to harass the
Government.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is unfortunate that
the Bill has reached that stage that we
must make the amendments or lose the
Bill. For the protection of the (GGovern-
ment the measure must continue but it is
idle for a man to claim to be a friend
of the farmers when he would support a
provision under which the farmers’ rates
and taxes, which are really deferred pay-
ments, must be advanced by the Govern-
ment as a loan and 6 per cent. paid by
the farmer on them. The farmers will
be the only people placed in that posi-
tion. Anyone else will not have to pay "
interest. This is unfair.
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Mr. James Gardiner: 1 see 1he amend-
ment was meved by the hon. Mr. Cullen.

Mr. Bolton: That explains it.

Question put and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendment made.
. No. 3—Clause 3, after the word “or"
it line 2, insert the words “Municipal
and road board rates and licenses”:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-

ment made,

[rhe Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Resolutions reported, the report ad-
opted, and a Message accordingly re-
turned to ithe Council.

Sitting suspended from 4.36 to 7.30 p.m.

LOAN ESTIMATES 1915-16.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 19th Qectober; Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £70,967 :

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[7.30]: T am sure that all hon. members
after having sat till 9 o’clock this morn-
inyg, will wish that the remarks one has
to make in regard to the Loan Estimates
should he as brief qis possible and to the
point, and I feel that 1 should endea-
vour to be as eoncise as T can in dealing
with the figures the Premier placed be-
fore us, At the same time we have not
got a true appreciation of the position
notwithstanding that in previous debates
on the Kstimates in general and on the
Budget deliverance, we have touched
more or less upon the Loan Estimates.
It is neeessary and unavoidahle, although
to some extent regrettable, that we can-
not very well eliminate loan matters
from the Budget debate. Ii lLas always
been customary to refer to them to some
exlent and there has been no exeepiion
to the rule on this oceasion. Hon, mem-
.bers will see that what T say is perfectly
true, that there is a lack of appreciation
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of the true position, and the oulslanding
features ol the position fo-day, garhered
from the remarks made by the Premier
when introducing these Estimates, were
first of all that he limself and we as
memhers had not the slightest idea where
we were to oblain the money in order to
complete the expenditure provided in
these Estimates, amounting to over
£2,000,000, that we also were not seized
of what is undoubtedly a fact that the
country to-day is heing carried on pretiy
well exelusively by loan moneys, even to
a great extent in the administrative
funciions of the Government, and more
than anything else I think we do not ap-
preciate the fact—and the Government
will pardon me for saving this is more
applicable to them than fo any other
seetion of the House—that every pound
of publie money we spend unwisely and
every shilling of expenditure apon which
interest is paid means a load for the
whole lifetime of the loans which we
float. Tt is not as if it were only a tem-
porary expedient to earry us on for say
12 months but it extends to the full life-
time of the loans that are floated. Last
vear we leaned very heavily upon the
Commonwealth Clovernment and, if it
had not been for the fact that the Pre-
mier was able to arrange that loan from
the Commonwealth (iovernment amount-
ing to £3,100,000, of which he told us
£1,800,000 had been paid to the 30th
June last, we certainly would have heen
in a very parlous condition and must of
necessity have closed down many of our
works. In addition the Premier was able
to raise some £8500,000 by the issue of
Treasnry hills at from 4 to 414 per cent.
This issue, of course, meant practically
that we were temporarily utilising the
proceeds of these horrowed monevs to
make up our deficit, and I am verv muech
afraid we also do not appreciate the
faet that the deficit has assumed such
alarming proportions that the redemp-
tion or the making good of it, in other
words the squaring of our finances will
have to be spread over a considerable
number of yvears, becanse it would be im-
possible to adjust them in any one year.
With the additional faet that now pre-
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sumably we will have to pnay 5 per cent.
for any raise, we
come (o the conelosion that, as our
expenditure inereases when we have fo
meet 1he sinking fund econiribulions
on the £14,000,000 of our loau indebted-
ness which as yet has nol come under
those previsions, it is hard (o tell what
the financial position of the State will
be. Tt must of wnecessity make the
burden we have to carry heavier hy zome
. degrees than it is at the present time, 1
noliced that the Premier in his remarks
said our loan operations last year were
restricted; in other words, we had spent
only £2,500,000 of lean mouneys during
the financial vear. Then he went on in
his nsnal aivy fashion to jugele with the
figures somewhat; he added and dedneted
and subtracied and eveniually he wot a
grand foral of £1,175,000 representing
the total loan expenditure of last year,
and then he ecompaved this amount with
the expenditure of 1910-11 and pro-
claimed with satisfaction that thev last
vear expended £175,000 less fhan we
expended in 1910-11.

The Premier: If you are going o qnote
me, quote eorreetly. T did nof say any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 have gone
through the Hansard report of the hon.

gentleman’s speech during the last hoor
or two,

money we must

The Prewmier: I said expenditure on
publie works,

TTon. FRANK WITSON: That was
the sum result and (hose were the words
the hon, rentleman nsed. T will aceept
his amendment,

The Premier: T deducled those amounts
for ile purpose of assisfance to indns-
tries and the Agvieultural Bank.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, a lot of
dednctions were made and brought down
the grand tolal of loan expenditure to
£1178,000. T an nat concerned as to
whether the Premier did or did not ex-
pend Iast vear £175.000 less than we did
in 1010-11. T want to point out that this
loes not rebut the statement T have made
from time to time that the present Gov-
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ernment have undoubledly been exirava-
gant In their expenditure. Their ex-
travagance does not altogether consist of
spending more or less than other Ad-
ministrations. I might go further than
that and point ont thal it docs not: at all -
consist of the amount that is expended,
hut il does consist of how the money was
spent and what value the State got in
return for it. Lmst year in the £2,500,000
ihe Government expended, which was not
thie total for the different undertakings
and works and the provision of eapital in
conneetion with fhe Agrieultural Bank,
there were many items {hat could reason-
ably have been leld over till a more
favourable season. For instance, the
Government expended on workers' homes
£87,500, on Lhe exlension of the imple-
ment works at Roeky Bay €18,000, on
the sawmills £28,000, on some new plant
in eonnection with the Boya Quarry
whiel was very fully diseussed last night
£338, on new hotels £10,000, in connee-
tion with the metropolitan sewerage and
water supply works £200,000, in connee-
tion with the new ferry hoat for the
South Pertht ferrv which was erificised
go severely by the hon. member for Can-
ning, something like £6,000, and on that
fresh fish supply undertaking, the latest
bantam of the present Administration in
the way of cheapening the food supplies
of our people some £3,000. or a total—
sayving nothing of ihe disasirous negotia-
tions, contract and setflement of the
Nevanas episode in connection with the
freezing works at  Wyndham — of
£362,000, whilst at the same time our
settlers were waiting for railways in order
that they might he able to Dhring their
prodiuce to  market, whilst increased
facilitics to our harbomrs were hung up
and the Sounth-West, which has been
dwelt upon on many oceasions as heing
the great opening for the further de-
velopment of this State, still lies cloged
and i5 awaiting active movement on the
part of the Government. The Premier
went on {0 eclaim great credit for the
assistanee that had heen given to farmers,
and this was one of the items which he
dedneted in order to arrive at the mar-
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vellous ligures which he quoted to the
Honse as loan expenditure on publie
works, and he has emphasised the fact
that during last year he expeuded some
£602,000 from loan funds on belalf of
the farmers and settlers of this State.
He claims on frequent occasions (hat
they are not giving hinn that generous
consideration which he is entitled Lo hy
reason of this expenditure. Whereas un-
floubtedly the Government have done a
good deal for the farmers of this Stale
in helping them through the troublous
times throngh which they have recently
passed, it is bardly fair to saddle that
section of the communify with the total
expendifure which he names of £602,000.
Of this amount land rents and water
vates which were taken - into revenue,
amounted to £123,000, reducing the sum
total to £479,000. This also ineludes the
stocks of bran, pollard, wheat, etcetera,
which are for sale and have heen for
sale, mmounting to £200,000.
this position, that the farmers and set-
tlers; out of this £602,000, actnally only
receive £279,000, in round figures,

The Premier:
figures from?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: From the
gpeech of the hon. gentleman, and from
other information which I get outside, as
well as from the publisled aeconnts.

The Premier: Where did you cel the
£200,000 from?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: From people
whe know, from figures which are pub-
lished, and from the speech of the hon.
zentleman. To show, with regard to this
maiter, that T am on preity solid ground,
I would poini out that ont of £30,000
worth of flour and wheat shipped to
South Australia a loss of £6,000, ap-
parently, has been made. Flour was
selling in this' State at £18 10s. a
ton, and yet we shipped it away to
Sonth Australia at £15 5s. a ton, _ The
difference shows a loss so far as the State
is eoncerned. Then again, in proof of
the extravagant expenditure of the Gov-
ernment, let me draw attention to the
faet, whichk is undoubted, althongh
it is of course always a difficult

Where do you get those

We get
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malier fo place one’s finger on the actual
fransactions in order to prove one’s cou-
tention, that the day labour system on
publie works, which the Government have
inaugurated and carried oui to a larger
axtent of recent years than ever hefore in
the history of the State, is respousible for
# tremendous inerease in the cost of these
works and undertakings. I turn to the
report of the Comnmissioner of Railways
and see the new lines which were handed
over 1o the Workiug Hailways during the
Jast financinl yvear. They were the fol-
lowing lines—ihe Corvigin-Bruee Roek
line whieh, aceording to that gentleman's
report, eost £3,250 per mile ko construcr;
tbe Wongan Hills-Mullewa line, whieh
cost £2,630 per mile to construct in round
firures; the Yillimioning-Tondinin rail-
way, which cost £2,341 per mile; and the
Brooklon-Corrigin line, which cost £2,46G0
per wile. The average eost of these rail-
ways opened during the last financial year
wans at the raie of £2347 per mile.

Mr. Green: Tley were amongst the
cheapest railway construction in the
world.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, there
was nolhing equal to it. Contrast that
with the year 1911, which the Premier
had the courage io make a comparison
with, and the Katarning-Kojonnp line,
which was built at a cost of £1,196 per
mile, the Wagin-Dumbleyung line, which
cost £1,153 per mile, and the Greenhills
estension, which cost £1,426 per mile.
This work was done by confraect, and
most of the lines were equal in guality
to the railways I have referred fo.

The Premier: Nonsense, Head the re-
port of the Commissioner.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The ex-Min-
ister for Works {(Hon. W. D. Johnson)
extended this very Greenhills railway still
further after he took office, and although
it passed ihrough practieally the same
country as the previous construction in
our time passed through, at a ecost of
£1,426 per mile, it cost under the present
Administration, £2,000 per mile. When I
point out ihat this extension was the
cheapest work that thiz Government have
done under the day labour system, T think
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very little extra comment is neeessary
to drive my arguments home.

Mr. Carpenter: Exeept that your Gov-
ernment did not complete their work,
while ours did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The day
labour system stands condemned as such
when adopted as the policy of a Gov-
ernent, and when not held in check by
inviting tenders and letting works also
by coniraet. Of course Ministers lave
abandoned their prineiples in this respeet,
as they Liave done in many otler respects
which have heen poioted out on different
oceasions. | remember when the ex-Min-
ister for Works, now the Minister for
Lands, first took office in 1914, he de-
clared himself in favour of private en-
terprises to this extenl, that it would be
a check uvpon departmental work amd
that he would not want for a moment to
as¢ist in stamping ount privale enterprise
in the direction of public works in this
State. That principle which was cour-
ageously voiced on that occasion, has gone
to the wall. "Po-day we have the startling
fact that mmasmueh as the Government
have absolulely pinned their faith to de-
partmental construction, and owing to
the “ca’-canny” system which has pre-
vailed in our departments, the cost of
consiruction has enormously increased.

The Premier: That is a general state-
ment.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The figures
I have given will take some refutation.
Last vear the inereased expenditure on
railways per mile was £600 on aceount
of the extra cost of rails, the inerease in
the cosi of sleepers, and also to some
extent the increase in the cost of labour,
but never yet have fizures been produced
to show that the increased cost could be
double what it was in 1911, and it must
be conejuded by every thinking person in
the community that this increased cost is
due largely to the fact that we are nof
getting the same rveturn from the wages
that are being paid, as was being ob-
tained under the system of private con-
struetion.

The Premier: And the men are loafing,
T suppose.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON : Undoubtedly
they are to a large extent, and are loafing
under enconragement from the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: Not in our railway con-
struetion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Taking our
public buildings, we find that we expended
£90,000 in this divection from Loan last
vear. There is no c¢heck by publie tender.
Tn respeel to the Wooroloo sanatoriwm,
han, members who know someihing about
it and have seen the building, will bear
me out when I say thal the expenditure
here has been most extravagant, and the
cost of the work has been largely in ex-
cess of what it wounld have been had ten-
ders heen invited in the first place.

The T'remier: Have you seen the sana-
torinm?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: [ have had
information from men who have worked
on the job, who have informed me that
the conerete work alone cost double what
it need have cost under the system of
construction whieh is now in vogue. It
is necessary (hal we should have a check
afforded by public fenders. T lhope the
House will insist, in no uncertain manner.,
that the day labour evil and departmental
construction, which permeate the whole
of the public service throughont the eonn-
try, are put a stop te and the check
afforded by publie tenders being called,
instituted, so that the department must
compete in open markels with the con-
tractors, and by this means enable the
State to get a fair return from the public
moneys which are being expended. There
is very strong evidence of the lack of
well thought out and eomplete plans in
connection with onr pnblic works, I have
only to instance some of the works, pass-
ing over the harbour constructions and
the extensions we embarked wupon, the
new vailway and road bridge at North
Fremantle, of which this House
has no details and no knowledge
in detail, to show what I mean before T
draw aftention to the work which I
have particularly in mind. namely, the
electric power station at East Perth.
This was a big undertaking which the
Premier knows full well it was thought
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at first could be erected at a cosi of
some £206,000. This was an undertak-
ing which was going {o produce electric
current at .54d. per unit.  The power
Iiouse, however, is now going to cost
frow all accounts, and by the adwmission
of the Government, something over £400-
000, or almost double the original esti-
mate, T am sorry te hear also that the ecur-
rent, in conserquence of the inereased
cost of construction, will now cost
.827d. per unit. We are to have a loss
on the contract which we have complefed
with the Perth municipal council, and
which extends over a period of 50 years,
of nearly one-thirteenth of a penny per
unit, instead of a small profit.  Many
items were not included in the original
tenders. The Premier went home to
London, and afterwards assured us that
be had personally supervised the ealling
of tenders.

The Premier:
correct.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
had satisfied himself that
tracts

The Premier: I ask the hon, member
to withdraw the statemeni. Tf is incor-
rect. T know the inference he is trying
to draw from it.

The CHAIRMAN: The Prewier de-
nies the accuracy of the hon. member’s
statement that he supervised the ecalling
of tenders in London.

The Premier: Yes, that is absolutely
incorrect.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I accept the
statement of the Premier, but would
refer him to the reply which he gave me
and which appeared in Hansard, wherein
he said that tenders were called and sub-
mitted to him while in Londen.

The Premier: Tenders were catled by
our advisers before I reached London,
and their recommendations were submit-
ted through me to Cabinet.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am not
making any inference, Let me suggest
that the Premier should keep calm, and
should not infer that other people have
ulterior motives in what they may be

That is absolutely in-

He said he
the con-
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saying. Tenders were submitted to the
Premier when he visited London,

The Premier: Tenders were not sub-
mifted to me.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: And the con-
tracts were placed in consequence of lis
recommendation before Cabinet.

The Premier: They were not my re-
commendations to Cabinet.

Hon. FRANIK WILSOX: The I're-
mier said just now that he had recom-
mended to Cabinet,

The Premier: I said that our cxpert
advisers had recommended te Cabinet
through me.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They sub-
mitted the matter to the Premier., and
through him it was sent on to Cabinet.

The Premier: Yes, and it would have
gone to the Agent Gieneral 1f T had not
heen there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: [ am not
saying anvthing to the econtrary, Why
should the Premier become awmitated
about the matter? The fact remains

that the works are io cost double what
he anticipaied they would cost. and what
he led Parliament and the State to De-
lieve they would cost when he firsi
mooted the scheme. Tt is perfectly true
he mentioned in 1913 that there was in-
ereased cost in connection with these
works over and ahove the figures which
he had previously made publie. It is
quite true that the contraet with the
Perth City- Couneil, which evidently has
now to be carried out 2t a considerable
loss to the State, wons submitted to Par-
liament and was ratified on the 2Bth
November, 1913. But I want to point
out that Parliament should have been
told on the occasion referred to that the
increased eost of the works would result
in an increased cost per unit of the
power to be generated. 8o far as I ean
remember or can find recorded. not a
word was uttered by the Premier to
warn Parliameunt that the contract with
the Perth City Counecil could not he car-
ried out at a profif. No intimation what-
ever was given by the hon. gentleman
that the cost of electrie current was to
be increased from .34d. to .827d, per
unif, in consequence of the increased
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cost of the works. The cowplaint I
make is that at the time when Parlia-
ment was considering the request of the
(tovernment for ratifieation of the con-
traet with the Perth City Council—in
faet, some 10 days previonsly—the Com-
missioner of Railwayvs had penned a
minnte 1o some responsible Minister
pointing out that the Governmeni would
have to reeonsider the question of the
cost of the eurrent.

The Premier: Ten days previons to
what ?

Hon, FEANK WILSON: Previcus to
the day on which Parliament was asked
to ratify the contract wilh the Perth
City Couneil.

The Premier: Where?

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN:
this Chamber.

The Premier: The Commissioner of
Railways had nothing to do with the
power house when the agreement with the
Perth City Council was ratified.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Govern-
ment evidently knew {liere was going to
be some inrrease in the cost of the eur-
renl hecanse {he cost of the works had
incraa=ed  enormonzly, but  they ecame
down to this House and got the agree-
ment ratified on the understanding that
B4, was 1o be the cost of generalion per
unit.  The memovandum which the Com-
missioner of Railways penned to the
Governmen! reads as follows:—

In the eircumsiances it may be per-
haps desirable to suggest to the Agent
General {hat he should diseuss the pro-
bable unltimate cost of the plant with
Merz and Mclellan at this sltage, and
report thereon. Another feature which
shounld receive consideralion is the cost
of produciion of current, originally es-
timater at 54l per unit, |t may be,
in view of the larger capital cost of the
plant, that (here 15 ¢ome variation in
this estimated fizure,

That minute was writlen on  the 12th
November, 1913. T am taking the minute
as an extract from a speech delivered
during this session, hut it is on the files
as having been wriften on the 12th Nov-
ember, 1913,

Herve in
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The CTIATRMAN:
this session’s Hansard?
Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, Sir.

The CHAIRMANX: Then the lon.
member bas no right to quote from it.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: I am not
quoting a speech. [ am gquoting the Com-
missiohier’s nunuic from the files, as pub-
Lished. T am not reading from a speech,
but From ile reprint of the minute.

The CHAIRMAN: Anyhow, you have
read if.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes. I am
sovry if [ have exceeded my rights in this
connection.

The Premier: Colebatell las said all
this a dozen times over.

Hon, FRANIK WILSON: I can hardly
conceive that the Premier, when he in-
troduced the Bill ratifying the econtract
wilh the Perth City Council, was aware
that 1his minute had heen penned by the
Commissioner of Railways 10 days pre-
viously. 11 dlie P'remier was aware of it,
then lhe i= guilly of culpable neghgence
in not havipg pui it before the House, 1
ask him to stale whetler he was aware
of it or nof. 1 cannot coneeive that he
wag; bit lere the faet remains that the
Commizsioner of Railways was alarmed
by the ominons inerease in the cost of the
worl, and pointed out, at any rate to his
Minister, if noi to the Premier, that Lhe
cost of production of the electrie cuor-
renl wonld probably be largely increased

Is the speech in

in conzequence; and the Comimnissioner
suggested  that the Government should

et in communication with the advising
enginecrs.

The Premier: Is this what you call dis-
cussion of the Loan Estimates?

Hon, PRANK WILSON: Certainly.
All this is eovered by the Loan Estimates.
Everv item [ am referring to is on the
Lean Estimates,

The Premier: To nol you think you
eould rise ahove that sort of thing?

Hon, WRANK WILSON: I am not
goinz to rise above that sort of thing for
all the gihes in whaeh the Premier likes
to indulge. [Let him continne to gihe and
seoff, and T will do my duly and place
his eonduet in its proper light, always be-
inz fair, go far as T can.



[28 OcrosEr, 1915.]

Mr, Green: Personalities again, which
von resented so bitterly this morning.

Hon. FEANK WILSON: I am nut
personal. 1 object to this interjection
from the member for Kalucorlie. 1 Lave
pot indulged in personalities. 1 slate
fucts. Let them be refuted, Will any
lon. wember, even un the Government
benches, telt me thau it the Premier knew
of that minute he sheuld not have brought
ir betore the Chamber! On rthalt occa-
sion 1 coogratulated the Premier on the
agreement he had made with the Perth
City Couneil. I supported the passing of
the measure, but it was on the distinet
understanding that the Government could
produce the eleetric current, at any rate
for the money we were going to receive
from the Perth City Council. T used the
expression that we were practically part-
ners-—that the Government and the Perih
City Council had entered into a pariner-
ship in order that they might both utilise
the power that this station would gener-
ate, and thereby reduce the cost. T never
dreamt that the maximum which was
placed in the agreement was not an as-
sured maximum. Now we have sprung
on us the fact that we. at anv rate, un-
wittingly, have entered into a contract
which will probably mean that for many
years to ecome the national exchequer
muost bear a certain proportion of loss
aceruing on the current generated by the
State for the Perth City Council.

The Premier: Thal is not correct.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: T hope the
Premier will prove it is not correci.

The
proved.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: Pardon me,
it has not. T have read the Colonial Sec-
retary’s speech in the Upper House. The
Minister replied very moderalely and very
much to the peint, making a good speech;
but lte did not refute this position, This
is the one exception I take to his speech.
We have enormous expenditure, but we
have not had the complete and well-
thought out plan that we were entitled
to get from these gentlemen, Messis.
Merz and McLellan, and we have not

Premier: it lhas already been
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The Premier: There is no firm in the
world can do the work better than Merz
and MeLellan can.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That may be
so. but we have not had that eonsultation
with our own experis, and thal super-
visiont by our own experts, which is ne-
cessary in order to aveid pitfalls of this
desceription. Al these matters are cov-
ered by the Loan Eslimates. We are to
be asked to pass a vote for further ex-
penditure on every one of these items.
Take the Wyndhawm freezing works. The
select committee’s report on that subject
may or may not be considered by this
House later, but I must say that the de-
plorable state of affairs revealed in eon-
nection with the freezing works, the in-
capacity and inepiitude displayed by the
Minister vesponsible for allowing the
country to make that nnfortunate con-
traet with Mr. Nevanas, filled we with
alarm for the future of this State. Mr.
Nevanas, who styled himself “Governing
Director by arrangewent with the West-
ern Australian Government”! The whole
thing seems to me a sereaming farce.

Mr. George: Hear, hear!

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Consider the
terms of the charter of the “N2,”” which
we discussed in the early hours of this
morning. That is a piece of business
which might held up tbe administration
of this eountry to the ridienle of all right
thinking people. I intend o leave the
details of the Wyndhain matter for the
member for Murray-Wellington, who
naturally knows all about the subject,
having taken the evidence in conjunetion
with some hon, members on the opposite
side of the Chamber. I wish to point out,
however, that in February last 1 eon-
gratulated the Government on the fact
that at last they had been converted from
the error of their ways and had decided
to reverse their policy of no freezing
works at Wyndham, and to make a start
with the works at onee. But the blunders
made previously to that are in evidence.
The first blunder of the Government un-
doubtedly was committed in aceepting
in its entirety the report of the thenm
Minister for Works, Mr. Johnson, who
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made a special Lrip to the Norlh-West
for the purpose of condemning the pro-
position. The Government’s seeond
blunder lay in waiting for four years,
notwithstanding that they were in the
meantime convinced of the original
Dlunder they had made. Their third
blander is that {o which [ have just re-
ferred, and which has eost Lhis country so
tear, and the end of which, 1 am sorry
to say, is not yct in sight. 1 might go on

und  point io the implement works.
Again we are asked to provide
tmoney for the works on these

Loan Estimates, or if not this year, at
any rate further expenditure for the ex-
tension was proposed last year, But we
have discussed that proposition to some
extent already, and therefore it would be
merely repetition if I indulged in further
remarks c¢oncerning them. However, we
had the manly and frank admission of
the Minister for Works thal great blun-
ders have been commitled in connection
with the implement works, and I for one
hope that the Government will not allow
one .penhy more of capital to be sunk in
the extension of the works.

The Premier: All those blunders taken
together do not amount to so mueh as
your blunder over the dock.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
gentleman has lost more money by the
State Steamship Service alope than I
ever spent on the dry dock at Fremantle.

The Premier: It is not what you spent,
but what you cost the country.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has lost more money in the one venture
of the State Steamship Service.

The Premier: What did the dock land
the country in?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The present
Giovernment spent £80,000 on the dock in
the year after they took office. When 1
was Minister for Works T spent £40,000
on the dock, What is the latest blunder
thai the hon. gentleman and his colleagues
have committed?  If wyou please, they
have landed this country in an expendi-
ture of £140,000 on a new Stale steam-
ship, a Diesel-engine vessel. now known
as the “Kangaroo.” Mere let me point
out to the Premier that he purposely
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hookwinked Parliament when I asked Lim
certain questions in conneetion with a
proposed new steamer, It is on record
that T asked the Premier whether it was
true that Cabinet bad decided to build a
new steamer for the North-West irade,
and, tf so, what was the estimated cost.
Thirdly I asked wheiher the Governmnent
would eonsult Parliament before entering
mte any contrack or commitiing the conn-
try to any further expenditure. Surely
those were reasonahle questions to be put
to the Premier as leader of the Govern-
ment, More especially was it reasonable
that I should ask these questions in view
of the past history of Lransaciions of the
Government. It was natural that I should
ask them to consult Parliawment in future
before involving the country in furtlier
expenditure, What were the Premier’s
replies? To my first quesiion he rveplied,
no; that the Government had not decided
to build a new steamer, hut that designs
were heing prepared by Sir John Biles
for a new steamer to replace the “YWest-
ern Anstralia,” and to provide for the
trade in chilled meat consequent npon the
establishment of freezing, chilling, and
canning works at Wyndham. To question
No. 2 he replied that the cost could not
be estimated pending the completion of
the design. To question No. 3 he said
that if it was eventuaily decided to build
a steamer, provision would be made on
the Loan Estimates in the usual way. I
got the usual evasive answers specially
drafted in order to mislead me and the
House. Whilst T was asking these ques-
tions the @lovernment were completing
the purchase of the steamer whieh then
had net left the builder’s hands, and it
is idle to quibble ahout the term *build”
or “pnrehase” The Premier knew well
that T was seeking informafion about a
new steamer which the Government pro-
posed to purchase, and whilst he was ap-
parently denying the faet fo thi Cham-
her, he was pledging this country, with-
out anthority, to the immense expenditure
of £140,000, for the purchase of the
Diesel vessel.

Mr. Taylor: Can_you find anythinz on
the files to show that this steamér was
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iniended to replace the “Western Aus-
tralia.”

Hon. FRAXNK WILSOX: I do not in-
tend to seareh the files for anything of
the kind, The hon. member also is quib-
bling.  'I'lie Government had a right Lo
take a broad view of the questions I
asked. and when they kuew that the in-
formation which was sought was of pub-
lic importance they onght te have given
it.

The Premier: Just as vou gave infor-
mation to the public in eonnection with
the purchase of the Dalkeith estate.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: T zave it at
once. The Premier has not only flouted
this Chamber, but fle Taw as well. He
has laid it down in no uncertain language
that no Government shonld involve the
country in expenditure without the ap-
proval of Parliamenl. 13ut what does he
do? He had no legal power to make this
purchase and T hope the member for Can-
ning will emphasise that point better than
I am able to do. There is no statuntory
power to which the Premier can point by
which he would be enabled to make this
purchaze, and there is no power that will
justify the Governor in signing ilie war-
rant for the completion of the purchase
of the vessel. The negotiations for the
puarchase of this vessel had heen going on
for months. On the 20th July the Colonial
Secretary had an interview with Mr.
Stevens, the manager of the State Steam-
ship Department, and Mz Deany who
represented Sir John Biles, in regard to
the proposal ie purchase the new
steamer. The papers  which have
been laid on the Table of the
Housze show that Mr. Stevens pointed
ont that when i was decided to
sendd the “Western Ausiralia® to Eng-
land for sale, it was also resclved to pro-
cure a new specially designed steamer for
the North-West coaslal trade. So that it
will be seen that as far back as July last
the Government had decided ta proenre
a newly desizned steamer for the North-
West trade. Deoes that coincide with the
answers given to my questions?

Mr. Taylor: There was no knowledge
of the “Kangaroo™ at that time.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
hon. member contain himself for a while?
He will have an opportunity of
putting his own views of the question
before the House. Does not the Pre-
mier stand condemned in the minute
which Mr. Stevens wrote? He was mis-
leading the Chamber.

The Premier: No.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If Cabinet
had deeided to procure a new specially
designed sfeamer for the North-West
coastal trade prior to the date on whieh
the answers to my questions were given,
were they the right answers to give?

The Premier: Yes, absolutely.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The same
desire for secrecy, the desire to hide all
flieir transactions until the matters have
been decided, beyond recovery. On the
26th July Mr. Stevens attended a Cabinet
meeting, if you please, and the Jrd Aug-
nst was the date on whieh I received the
replies to my questions, that Cabinet had
not decided fo either build or purchase a.
new vessel. The funny part of the whole
transaction is that we are to be asked
to pass a vote of £200,000 to cover this
unfortunate transaction, and Western
Australia was unable to raise the wind
when the purchase was completed. We
had to call in the aid of private
money lenders and mortgage £175,000
worth of inseribed stoek, so as to
raise the £140,000 which was neces-
sary to make this unfortunaie pur-
chase.  Another remarkable  feature
about the (ransaction is that in the first
instonee Mr. Stevens condemned the
Diesel tramp boats as being unsuitable
for the trade on our coast. He said
that he could not recommend the pur-
chase of a steamer of this kind because
that would be a huge blunder and in the
next breath he reeommends the purchase
of this boat. Why did he recommend
that purchase? Because, practically, of
the high rate of the oversea freights and
also because the Government of Western
Australia might derive the eredit of beine
the first State to attempt to earrv wheat
in bulk to the Home markets. And,
thirdly, whieh is, perhaps, the most im-
poriant, it was to gzive Mr, Stevews s .
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chanee to pui our State Steamship Sev-
vice, which lie had deseribed as being de-

crepit  and  obsolete, on a proper and
favourable footing, 1n other words, the
ohject was to enable DMr. Sievens to

prove that he was a capable manager
and that he could earn proefits. 1t was
a gamhle, pure and simple, when we
pledged the credit of this eonntry for a
large numher of years to pay an exces-
sive price for a hoat of this deseription.
Everyone knows that the market value of
a vessel of this size is from £65,000 to
£80,000.

The Premier: You are a champion!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I know
something about the value of these tramp
steamers.

The Premier: You know nothing about
this e¢lass of steamer. I doubt whether
you have-ever seen one,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Any man
can m:\‘ke a profil out of a new sieamer
with High freights, In any case this State
has no vight to sit down dAnd gamble with
the credit of the people, for the purpose
of embarking on a venture which mav or
may not be profitable, aceording to {he
Treight market. The Government have al-
ready run the Siale finances into a condi-
tion of ehaos and op the advice now of a
young gentleman inexperienced in ship-
ping they embark upon an expenditure of
£140,000, whieh is £40,000 or £50,000
more than was necessary, in order to se-
cure n steamer they know nothing af all
about, and they lhad fogo to private

money lenders lo raise the wind'
to embark ‘upon the venture, so
that they imighi gamble npon the
freight arket, The Premier and

his colleagnes have committed a big
error in entertaining the proposal for
one motment. Whilst he and T might sit
down and pledge our individual credits
for a venture of this description, it is
entirely outside the province of a Govern-
ment to do so, and it should be condemned
by every member of the Assembly when
the item is challenged later on. There
are three glaring matters which are cov-
ered by these Estimates, the one to which
we have been referring, the Nevanas epi-
gode, and the Monteath pipe coniract. All
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these mallers are eovered by the Bsti-
males and if hon. members stultity them-
selves by providing money to enable the
Government to emburk upon such ven-
tures, then we are not fit for the positions
we hold as representatives of the people.
The Premier made some touching allu-
gions to his diffienlties in vegard to rais-
g woney and the treatment weted oug
to him hy the Commenwealth Govern-
nmenf, I am gnite in accord with his ve-
marks in that direction. It was beyond the
province of the then Minister to attem)n
to foree the States into accepting his con-
ditions, when it was suggested that they
should bhorrow for immediate require-
ments of the State. To limit the borrow-
ing powers of the States to so much per
head of the population, and that the
Prime Minister should be the final ar-
biter in this wmatter, and that he shoul:
also be the final avbifer as to the amount,
of loan wmoneys to be expended by the
Siate, is going oniside the funefions ot
his office, and T venture to think the people
of Western Australia will support the
Premier in his repudiation of such terms.
It seems to me that in respeet to our
finances we are in a parlons eondition
which will take all the astutencss and
enre of the Treasnrer to overcome. His
statement (hat we Thave only- some
£600,000 available at the present moment
to meet our loan expenditure for the next
nine months, less of .conrse the £150,000
which he referred to as probably being
required between this and the end of-
December next fo eover the increase in
our defietl, is sulficient to convince one
that we must strain every nerve— .

The Premier: You are not guoting the
figures correctly. I said it was estimatel
to expend by the end of the financial
vear £500,000.

Hon. FRANK - WILSON: Yes, and
£600,000 the hLon. member referred to
as being the amount required fo meet
loan expenditure, and ont of that
£130.000 to cover the probable deficil.
which would ‘he recoujied during the first
half of next year.

The Premier: You are wrong. T said
there was £600,000 available and that,
with the £800,000. wonid maike £1,400,000,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
if I have not gol it exactly right; how-
ever, the Premier will explain later. As
I have said, it will take all the acumen of
the Premier to guide the ship of State
safely for the next six months. Still T
commend him for bhaving taken a frm
stand in regard to the Prime Minister's
suggestion. I do not believe in giving up
our freedom o any man. I believe the
right of the sovereign State is to develop
its own country in its own way without
the interference of the Prime Minister
of Australia or any other authority. Here
let me say I regret to see by the news-
papers that Sonth Australia apparently
is not standing quite loyally to the ar-
rangement the Premier announced in
regard to the floating of loans.

The Premier: 1 think it is a redemp-
tion loan. That was understood.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But we do
not know Lhat it is a redemption loan.
South Australia is ahout to place a loan
on the London market of £2,000,000 at 5
per cent., issued at £99. 1 do not be-
lieve in one State gefting in ahead of
another. If they are pgoing to join forces
to raise the necessary money to earry
on with, they shounld be loyal one to an-
other.

The Premier: 1 ean alinost assure youn
that it is a redemption loan they are
Taising.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T would sug-
gest to the Premier that he send a wire
immediately, becanse the bald statement
in the Press is simply that they are on
the market for a £2,000,000 loan, nof-
withstanding that they are parties to the
agreement yon arrived at.

The Premier: There was no agresment.

Hon. FRAXK WILSOXN: An under-
standing was arrived at that the States
should join together to operate the money
market.

The Premier: Outside of redemption
Joans.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX: There is no-
thing to show that it is a redemption
loan. Tt looks as if they were trying
to get in ahead of the Premier and go
on the London market hefore him. As

75)
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an illustration of bow owr finances have
been drifling, 1 way say that lasi year
it took £700,000 from general revenue
to make good the interest and =inking
fund payment contributions of the State.
Only four brief years ago the whole of
those payments were made from the in-
vestments of the money; that is, the con-
cerns in which the mowvey wns invested
returned sufficient to pay intevest and
sinking fund on the whole ot the loans
of the State. We require tv get back
to that condition as quickly as possible.
I admit it is a big task for any Govern-
ment after four years of drift; but it is
the duty of Parlinment to endeavour to
insist that all expenditure shall be ent
down to the lowest possible amount.
With striet econcemy in administration,
in accordance with the Premier’s advice
to the Chamber when delivering his Bud-
get Speech. and with the recuperative
forces of the State we may, without anv
profit from the trading concerns. manage
to get back to the advantageous position
from which we have drifted. We require
to know the estimated cost of all public
works. T eannot understand why the de-
partment, with or wilthout the knowledge
of the Premier, has eul out eolumn K
from the haclk of this estimated expend:-
ture from loan nroneys, a column which
xave the fofal amount of estimaled wost
of all publiec works, The Audil Act lays
it down clearly that the Government must
rive these fizures to the House. The
figures were provided wiiil we were
turned out of office, hut of late years
this eolumn has heen deleted, possibly
with the connivance of the departmental
oflicers, possibly even with the connivance
of Ministers themselves, although T hope
this is not so. Before we are azked (o
vate n £5 note on a publie work we ought
to know exactly what the total estimated
cost of that work is. We drift along. we
zet a vote for a couple of thouzand this
vear, and for £50.000 next vear, unéil it
swells tn hundreds of thousands of
pounds. and no one knows what the ulti-
mate cost well he. The Audit Act speci-
ally provides that all estimatez of ex-
penditure of loan monev shall -contaioe
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the tuial estimated cost of the work upon
wli¢h it is propesed to expend the money.
I ask the Premicr tu see that that in-
formation is given to the House, and that
ihe missing eolumn is reinstated so that
we may know where we are when the
Estimates come before us. Take the
Fremavotle bridge: and the barbonr ex-
tenston: las any mewber the slightest
idea of the ullimate estimated ecost of
those works upon which we are asked to
embark? Can hon. members form any
Jndgment as to whether at this juncture,
with the bhigh price of money, we as
representatives of the people are war-
ranted in pledging the credit of ihe
country in raising this money for works
of this description? 1 say no.

The Minister for Works: For a bridge,
yes,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 do net
know that. Are we going to build the
bridge?

The Minister for Works: Tt is a mat-
ter of compulsion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well then,
[ presurme the Minister has already de-
cided upon the site and the plan of the
bridge. 1 saw that some cylinders were
“being cast ai the State Tmplement Works
for the construction of a bridge of this
description., and that further eylinders
were {o be cast; but the AMinister for
Lands, when 1 referred to this matter a
few shorl days ago, indignantly denied
that anything further than tests was
being made, and he asked “Do not you
know that we must cast eylinders to test
the ground before we construet =
bridge?’ 1 said T was not previeusly
aware of such a process, that as socon as
one begins Lo sink his eylinders he is in
the constrnetive period of the work.

The Minister for Works: We are going
to make sure of this,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The Minjster for
Eands was right, aecording lo the in-
formation oiven here.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of cowrse,
the engineers would not put forth sueb
a theory; they would not say that all this
wae merely to test the foundations. It
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is further progress in the sub-structure
of the bridge.

The Minister for Works: Tmmediately
the foundations have heen tested il is
necessary to procecd with the constrne-
tion of the bridge.

Hon, FRANIX WILSON: Well, let us
have the plan and the elevation of the
bridge,

The Minister for Works: You cannot
gel the plan until the foundation is
tested.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, we can.
We must know {he class of worlk we are
embarking upon, and we must know, as
far as 15 reasonably possible, the nltimate
cost of the work. Tf the Minister thinks
I am going to he a party lo voting in
dribs and drabs what may ultimately run
to hundreds of thousands of pounds for a
work of thhs deserviption, without fult
knowledge of the details, he is mueh mis-
taken. I will certainly oppese it. Even as
the informalion in regard to that much
lamented dry dock was placed hefore
Parliament and sanction obtained ere a
penny was spent, so T ask that the Gov-
enment shall submil 1heir projeel to the
House before asking us to vote,

The Minister for Works: Yon did not
do that with the dock; you made in-
vestigations, That is the case here,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No, it is
aot. Cylinders arve being ensi. That is
construction of the =substrueture. I
will advise the Minister tv go into the
question of the cost of that eylinder
which he says is being cast for this pur-
pose. We want to see what the Minister
is going to earry ouf, hefore we vote the
money.  Again, | advise him to give us
some sketeh plan, at any rvate, of lhe
proposed harhour works at Albany, Bun-
bury, and Geraldton.

The Premier: Why are vou so anxious
to see the plans of the bridge before
passing the vote?

Hon. FRANK WITLSON: Becanse I
want lo know the elass of work you are
earryving out. ]

The Premier: You want to see whether
it eonforms to your pet policy of allow-
ing the shipping to come up the river.
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Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : Possibly
that is one reason, although sueh a thing
bas never sugwested itself to me. 1 am
not worrying about Fremantle in thal
respeet.

The Premier: Fremantle is noi worry-
ing about you,

Mon. FRANK WILSON: Or about the
Premier. He is going o let the shipping
come up the river. When the time is
ripe it will come up the river in spite of
the Premier. ‘

Mr. Carpenter: They think a lu of
the Premier at Fremantle.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, about
as much as they think of the lion. mem-
ber. Both the hon. members’ namnes are
mud at Fremantle.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not think this
has amything to do with the Esfimates.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mier in his remarks in defence of the
enormous expenditure embarked upon
from Loan Funds during recent vears
contended that loan expenditure per
head of the population must of necessity
he greater in Western Australia than in
any other State of the Commonwealth,
and he guoted the State of Victoria as
having at one period of its history lost
£1,000 a day for every day in the year
in running its railway system, and he
argued thati Weslern Awnstralia, with the
intense development necessary, fhe large
area io bhe covered, and the sparse popu-
lation at present, which we hope will in-
crease vear by year, must of necessity
«pend more loan money per head of the
population than the more thiekly popu-
lated States such as Vietoria. 1 agree
with the argument, but are we blindly
following in the footsiers of Vicloria.
hecause on one occasion that State had
un excossive loan expenditure?  Should
not we learn hy her experience to avoid
this pitfall? Tt is hard to induce young
countries to take notice of the experience
of older countries, but when we know
the history of Victoria’s railway con-
strartion and its lines whieh in many
instances had to he closed down, no one
can wonder that Vietoria for a time made
a considerable losz on its railway system.
T think we ought to learn by this experi-
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enee and avold falling inmte the same
ervor. 1 venture to say that, notwith-
slanding the tronble, financial and other-
wige, through which Vietoria passed that
State has never cven approached per
head of puojndation even in its earliest
days what Western Australia lias achiev-
ed at the present time,

Mr. Green: No, because you can throw
i porket handkerchief over Vietoria.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The highest
record of poblic indebtedness in  that
State was reached in 1013, not when so
mueh was being lost on running the rail-
way system, and then it was only £45
per head of 1he population, as compared
with our Titte net debt of £102 per head
of the population.

Mr. Carpenter:
a fair comparison?

The Premier: It is, for party pur-
]IOS(}S.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T have told
the Premier how far T agree with him
and [ am prepared to make this state-
ment for parly purposes: when we bear
in mind that in 1911, the year the Pre-
mier ix so fond of quoting, the national
indebtedness of Western Australia was
uwnly £73 per head of the populalion—
that was the last year we were in office,
and it was after we had initiated and
carried out a huge public works policy—
and in the last four years it has gone
up to £102, or an increase in that period
of £29 per head of the population, we
can see how exlravagant the expendi-
ture has been. I eould earry out work so
much better, cheaper, and more expedi-
tiously than the present Government,
and 1 have proved it. It is the differ-
ence between a good manager and a bad
manager, The loan expenditure per head
of the population was as follows:—-
1911, £3 6s. 10d.: 1912, £7 19s. 3d.; 19113,
£11 25, 6d.—we had reached the hey-day
of our borrowing and spending policy
inaugnrated hy the Lahour Government
in that year; 1914, £9 0s. 2d., and in
1915 we got back to £7 11s. 7d., hul still
that was some 30 per cent. higher than
in the last vear of the last Liberal Ad-
ministration.  Cerlainly we are gelling
near to the danger zone, and I ask hon.

Do vou think that is
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members v give close attention to these
Loan Estimates and the subsequent Loan
Bill which will be submitted for their
consideration, the amount of which [
think can, with safeby, be reduced by at
least half a million of money, and (o
hear in mind that Western Australin is
easily the leader, so far as loan expendi-
ture and loan indebtedness are coneerned,
of all the States which comprise the
Commonwealth of Australia.

Hon. R. H. Tladerwood (HMonorary
Minigter) : You are singing a wonder-
fully different song from what you did
when you were in office.

The Premier: You have forgoften
your policy speech,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am in-
clined to vote not one penny more than
is absoluiely necessary to carry om, for
the next 12 months, works of which we
bave previously approved. Many of the
items on the Estimates and in the Loan
Bill schedule, although desirable in them-
selves, can well stand over antil more
favourable times return to ns.

Mr, Carpenter: You want stagnation.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: In con-
clusion I trust that houn. members will
bear in mind that they have a duty to
their electors and far and away beyond
that, a duty to the people as a whole,
which far exceeds the duty to party or
the duty to the Government whom they
support.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Welson) [8.51]:
Having listened to the leader of the
Opposition, who dealt exhaustively with
the estimated expendifure from General
Loan Fund, it is quite unnecessary for
me to attempt anything on the same
lines. In glancing over the Fstimates, 1
was struck by the faet that in the metro-
politen area no less a sum than £300,000
is to be expended, while in the whole of
the South-West, there is provision for
only one-third of that sum—£110,000.

Hon. B. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister): You bave not one-third of
the population.

Mr. Green: You are doing well; vou
ought to compare it with the goldfields.

The Premier: Take a national view of
it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WILLMOTT: The fact is so glar-
ing that 1 could not refrain from com-
mentitg on it.

The Premier: You ought not to malke
it the keynote of your speecch.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Where are the Gov-
ernment spending this £110,000 2 The.
Harvey jrrigaiion scheme accounts for
£43,000. This is an exeellent schewme, and
one which will recoup the Treasury
liandsomely, and my only regret is that
the amount is not larger. It would have
heen hetter for the State as a whole had
this amount been greater and had less
money heen expended on the power house.
Then there is an amount of £25,000 for
the Bunbury harbour. Anyone who knows
anything about the hinterland of that
part of the State will admit that this
expenditure on the harbour is absolutely
necessary, becanse Bunbury shounld be a
great port. If this hinterland is going
to take its place as a great producing
area of this State, a thorough scheme
of harbour improvements should be pre-
pared. I do not pose as an expert, bat
the present scheme does not appeal to
me in the slightest. When the Bunbury
harbour is as it should be, all the wheat
grown from Popanyinning southwards
will find an outlet throngh this port.
There is also a small amount of £40,000-
for the little Wagin-Bowelling line, and
this exhausts the items for the South-
West.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: What about rolling
stock?

Mr. WILLMOTT: Decentralisation
is the only hope for this great State.
There is nothing which I can recommend
the Government more earnestly to wead,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest, than
the need for decentralisation for the
henefit of the State. 1In spite of the re-
marks of the member for Leonora, I re-
iterate the fact that the South-West is
eminently suwited for dairying, and that
there are more than two eows and two
tins of condensed milk in the distriet.
This is an extraordinary statement com-
ing from a member who onee tock a fly-
ing trip through that part of the State,
probably at night. It is heartbreaking
to think that any member counld display
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sueh lamentable ignorance on such a
matier, Rome was not built in a day.
These lhuge tracts of forest took thous-
ands and thousands of years to grow,
and it is impossible to denude that coun-
try of the timber and turn it into smil-
ing damwy farms in a few years. Recog-
nising this, why do members of this
House endeavour 1o persuade the people
of this State that we have no land suit-
able fur the great indusiry of dairving?
The Wyndham freezing works contract
has lately formed the subject of a most
exhaustive inguiry, and the evidence has
been printed for the information of mem-
bers. To-night I do not intend to dilate
upon the evidence, but I must state that,
in my opinion, the Government by break-
ing their charter agreement with Nevan-
as & Co. in Tespect to the steamer **N2,”
absolutely ruined any chance the firm
might have had to eonstruet the freezing
works at Wyndbam. The evidence ten-
dered was contradictory.

The Minister for Mines:
member is ont of order.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It was both contra-
dietory and unsatisfactory. The
Wyndham freezing works are, however,
on the Notice Paper,

The CHAIRMAX:
is ont of order.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Then I will not con-
{inae on the subject. The report is there
for the pernsal of hon. members, and 1
hope they will read it and judge of it
for themselves. Later on, when we arc
dealing with the items, I shall have some-
thing to say as to the purchase of the
Diesel engine vessel, the ‘‘Kangaroo.”

Mr. ROBINSOX (Canning) [9.0]: 1
shall confine my remarks to one phase of
the Loan Eslimates, namely, that dealing
with the expenditure of public moneys
without authorigation. There are several
jtems on the Loan TEstimates which
answer to that charaeter and which will
be dealt with in detail as they come
along. I wish te make a general state-
ment on the subject so that members of
the House may know what the effect of
the statuies of the country is in connec-
tion with the expenditure of these

The hon.

The hon. member
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moneys. In Section 30 of the Audit Act
we are [old how moneys are {v be used.
It says—

No money shall be drawn from the
Public Aceount except in the pre-
serthed manner.

The nest section deals with the question
of how moneys are to he appropriated by
law and says—

No woney shall be drawn from the
Publie Accounl except under appro-
priation wmade by law or by the
authorivy of the (tovernor.

The Minister for Mines: In going info
technicalilies the hon. member is taking
vather an unfair advantage of us, in the
absence of our lepal advizer.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Minister will
find my remarks in print in his hands
before the return of the Attorney Gen-
eral. I feel sure that the Attorney Gen-
eral will agree with the constitutional
aspect. These remarks are mainly made
for the guidance of the Premier, and in
order that members of the House may
know how (o deal with the question. I
now wish to refer to Section 56 of the
Audit Act which deals with the keeping
of separate accounis in respeet (o general
loan fund. It says—

A separale account shall be kept in
the Treasury of all moneys which shall
be raised by way of loan upon the
public eredit of the State, and which
shall have been placed Lo the eredit of
the Public Aceount. Such aceount shall
be called “The General Loan Fuand.”
and shall be kept under separate heads
as are specified in the several Loan
Acts under the aunthority whereof the
meneys were raised,

It is not lawful to spend any loan moneys
except under the authority of an Aect.
It is to that slatement I have heen lead-
ing up. That is set out in Section 38 in
the clearest possible words, which do not
require even the Attorney General to
interpret them. They only require to be
read by a man who can understand the
plainest English that has ever been writ-
ten. This section states—
Tt shall not be lawful for the Trea-
surer to expend amy moneys standing-
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to the credit of General Loan I'und.
except under the authorily of an Ael.

The subsection of (his section reads—
Sueh Act shall show (he nature of
the proposed work or ollier object of
the proposed expenditure, and (he
amount of the proposed expenditure
in each case and the total amount pro-
posed to be expended for such work
or object.
‘Thal last sentence deals with the columu
which the leader of the Opposilion sayvs
lias been omitted fur some time from ihe
Estimates of the Government. Ti  is,
therefore, clear from this seetion of the
Audit Aelt that it s wnlawtul for the
Treasurer to spend lvan funds without
legislaiive authorily.
The Minister for Mines: We do notf.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: It may be saul. pus-
sibly, that expendilnre has not heen ia-
curved trom juan tunds, that the money
is taken from eonsoliduted revenue and is
intended to be picked up at a later stage
by the flolation of a loan.

The Minister for Mines: QGur authority
may he belated, but we generally get if.

Mr. ROBINSON: In this respeci T
refer to the Constitution Act where it
states that all dufies and revenues shall
form one Consolidated Revenue Fund.
Section 61 provides that—

All taxes, imposts, rates, and duties,
and all ferritorial, casual and other
revenues of the Crown (including
royalties) from whatever source arising
within the Colony, over which the Leg-
islature has power of appropriation,
shall form one Consolidated Revenue
Fund {o be appropriated to the Public
Service of the Colony in the manner
and subject to the charges lereinafter
menlioned,

The next seclion is vne dealing with Ap-
propriation and Tax Bills, and the source
from which they shall originate. Section
66 states—

All Bills for appropriating any part
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, or
for imposing, altering, or repealing
any rate, lax, dnty, or impost, shall
ariginate in the Tegislative Assembiy.
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This shows that ihe sirings of the purse
shall be held by this Assembly and not by
any one member of it.

The Premier: So long as I hold the
purse you can hold the sirings.

Mr., ROBINSON: I would like 1o hold
the strings of the purse of ihe Premer.
I would pull them pretty tightly for him.

The Premier: There is nothing in it.

Mr. ROBINSON : The Constitution
Act also shows that no money, vote, or
Bill is lawful unless vecommended hy the
Governor. This means that no individual
member of the House can bring forward
a measure of taxation or a measure deal-
ing with money; such Bills of necessily
require  (fovernment introduction. Sec-
tion 67 provides that—

It shall not e lawful for the Legis-
Iative Assembly to adopt or pass any
Vote, Reselution, or Rill for the ap-
propriation of any part of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, or any rate,
tax, duty, or impost fo any purpose
which has not heen first recommended
to the Assembly by Message of the
Governor during the session in which
such Vote, Resolntion, or Bill is pro-
posed.

The Premier: So long as a Govern-
ment get a Message during the session,
it is lawful.

Mr. ROBINSON: Will the Premier
wait nntil T have finished reading all the
sections? Seetion G8 provides thal—

No part of the Public Revenue of
the C'olony arising from any of the
sources aforesaid shall be issued exeept
in pursnanee of warrants under the
hand of the Governor divecled to the
Treasurer.

Now comes the last section to which T
shall refer which provides that the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund shall be appro-
priated by Acl in the Legislature. Seae-
tion 72 sayvs—

After and subjeet to the charges
hereinbefore mentioned, all the Consoli-
daied Revenue Fund shall be appro-
priated 1o such purpeses as any Act
of the Legislature shall prescribe.

I submit from these sections that the law
is this, that not one penny ean be taken
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from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
without the amthority of the Legislature
and a warrant of the Governor. No
money ean in faet be taken from revenue
without an Aect of appropriation,

The Premier: What section is that?

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier will find
the particulars in Seections 64, 66, &7, (8
and 72. In this House, about two months
ago, T drew the altention of the ('olonial
Treasurer to the fact that il was common
talk in Perth that money was about to be
spent in the purchase of a new sleamer
or steamers, and the Treasurer replied
across the House to me, “We are doing
more than Lhinking aboul i1; we are
coing ta do ir.”

The Prewier: That is frank.

The Minister for Mines: There Is au
=ecrecy Lhere.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: No, possibly not,
but it 1= done without the authority of
this House. Thai is my point. 1t at
that time rthe Treasurer knew he was
woing to exyend a large sum of the puldic
.monevs of ihe State in the purchase of
sleamers or in any ofher ohject it was
his daly to come to the House, as Parlin-
ment was in session for anthorily, and
in all respects take us into his confidence
on the subyjeet.

The Premier: [ did.

Mr. ROBINSON: This purchase is,
however, made and completed before the
Haouse is allowed to know anything about
i, We had no power to votc upon it
We should, in right, be agked to vote and
appropriate the funds of the country be-
fore any expenditure is inenrred. We
should he told here what is going to he
dune, awd should be shown the nature
of the propused works, the ohjecl of the
proposed expenditure, the amount of the
proposed  expenditure, and the total
amount to he expended. These are the
wards of Section 58 of the Audit Aet.
This is the law of the country, but the
Treasurer has defied the law of the coun-
tey; he is above the law of the country.
He has spent this money through the
Treasury without the approval of the
House or without the vote of the Honse,
He now comes along with these Estimates,
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The Premier: What has your party
¢lvne in the past? .

Mr. ROBINSON: 1 have nothing to
do witl what has gone before. 1 de not
koew whether people bave done illegal
acls of that kind on a previeus ovecasion.
It they have done =0 it has nothing to do
with me. There are members in Lhis
Clhamber who ean answer Lhese quesiions,
ind stale whether there is any truth in
them or not

The Premier: [ have it all here: 1 am
ooy into the matter.

Mr, ROBINSON: From my knowledge
of the Premier and after reading his pub-
lie niterances 1 should say he has alwayvs
heen accuslomed in answering allecations
from the opposite side of the (hamber
to say, “You did it before.” [ know noth-
ing whatever about what has goue before,
or what other Govermunents have done. T
do know that the Premier cannot spend
the moneys of ilie eounry without (he
consent of the House, and | konow by the
items whielr appear in the Loan Estimnates
that moueys coming under Lhe heading of
Joan have been expended by the Premier
without the approval of the Flouse, Why
does he ask members to approve of this
expenditure after it has been inewrred?
There ave many cases in which the heatl
of the Government could come along to
the House and say, “I have had to take
this responsibility; I now ask the House
to bear with me and approve of what |
have done” Bul this could not be s
while this Iouse is in session. The ex-
peniiture whieh hag been ineurred by the
Treasurer on the lines 1 have indicated
during this session of Parliament hax
been, T say, illegally and unwarrantably
inearred.

The Minister for Mines: It must be re-
coenised that the BExeeutive must have
some power of initiative in this matter.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle) [9:15] :
It is not often that we have Loan Esti-
mates submitted to us with such a note
of uncertainty sttaching to them as on
this oceasion. The Premier has told us,
and told us truly, that while he is sub-
mitting these Estimates and asking the
Committee to approve of them. there
i8 no rertainty as to how soon. if at all,
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the money will be available to carry
out the works proposed. One can only
sympathise with the Treagurer and with
the Government, and express the hope
that in spite of the difficulties, which we
all recognise, the way will be open at
Jeast to enable him fo obtain enough
money to ¢arry on those essential works
which must be kept going unless the
State is to stagnate. We have to face
the fact that for some years to come
monsy must be dear. There ¢can be no
cheap money available for many years to
come. The present disastrous war i
making its financial effects felt already.
No matter how soon the war may end,
or how long it may last, those financial
effects must be felt for years after the
conclusion of peace. The enormous
amount of capital being destroyed will
have to be replaced, and that will mean
a keen demand for money all over the
world at the conchugion of the war.

Mr. James Gardiner : South Australia
is paying 5 per cent. now.

Mr. CARPENTER : Yes, and we shall
be lucky if we get money for 5 per cent.
I doubt very much whether for the next
few years we shall be able to horrow
money at anything like par for 5 per
cent. T need not stress the point that
there comes a time when the use of
borrowed money becomes unprofitable.
There is a point heyond which one cannot
borrow money for the carrying out of
public undertakings, and I guestion very
much whether some of the works appear-
ing on these Loan Estimates will prove
profitable if we have to pay 5 per cent.
for the eapital to carry them out. I note
with some interest that our Treasurer,
among the Treasurers of other Australian
States, has been unable to make =zatis-
factory arrangements with the Federal
Treagurer. I am not at all surprised at
that, because it must also be recognised
that at this particular time the Federal
Treasurer has immense obligations to
face.

The
trouble.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Premier
has told the people of this State that
one reason, if not the sole reason, why
he could not arrange with the Federal

Premier: That was not the
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Treagurer for the granting of fucther
loan moneys to this State was that the
Federal Treagurer ingisted upon attach.
ing certain conditions to the leading of
money. I do not know whether the
Premier has told us the whole atory.
I am going to urge him, if he can do so
without breach of confidence, to let the
people of this State know exactly where
they stand, hecause the gquestion of
getting money from the Federal Trea-
surer—either this Treasurer or the Tre.
surer of some future Federal Government
—is apparently geoing to depend upon
the Federal Treasurer's supposed, or
assumed, right to say to the State to
whom the Federal Government lend
money, “We will only lend it to you
provided you expend it in a way we
suggest or direct.”

The Premier: The Federal CGovern-
ment have never said that.

Mr. CARPENTER : There have
been rumows that to some extent the
Federal CGovernment sought to take
up that position.

The Premier : That is not correct.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 am glad of
the Premier’s denial, because what
has heen rumoured would be a gerions
thing.

The Premier: The Federal Treasurer
said that he should be able to decide
how far we should go, not in what diree-
tion ; not how we should spend ; buat
how much we should spend.

Mr. CARPENTER: I heard it ru-
moured that sttempts were made to
direct how the money should be spent.
I should strongly object to shat. Of
course this is the old question of Federal
versus State ; and perhaps [ wnay be
pardoned for saying that from the in-
ception of Federation T was never in
favour of the debts of the States being
controlled by the Federal authorities,
because that meant, as one could not
help foresesing, some Federal control
of State borrowing.

The Premier: Not necessarily.

Mr. CARPENTER : If meant that to
me, because we have never had & pro-
posal yet for the taking over of State
debts by the Comunonwealth but tha
Federal Treasurer has swnid, ™ We must
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have some control of borrowing ; we
cannot take over exisling State dabts
and allow the States still to go on piling
up further debts ; there must be some
limitation.”” As soon as we admit that,
good-bye to our power of developing our
own territories.

Mr., James Gardiner: I prepared a
schedule dealing with bhorrowing on
thnt basis.

Mr. CARPEXTER : From the point

of view of the State itself, it would be
absolute folly to submit our develop.
mental policy to Federal control, for
approval or otherwise, in order to get
some supposed advantage from borrow-
ing through the Federal Government or
from the Federal Government.
. Mr. James Gardiner: Practically &
schedule of works is submitted to the
people from whom the State borrows
now.

Mr. CARPENTER: Buat that is a
different thing. 1 understood the Federal
Goverament would act simply as an
agent or go-between, and 1 should
object in such circwnstances to the
imposition of conditions upon our policy.
I much prefer to see the States do,
as 1 understand they are attempting
to do to-day ; that is, to act independ-
ently of the Federal Government,
but in co-operation with each other.

The Premier: There iz no doubt
the people of Australia require some
control over their debis ; but the
trouble is that the Federal Government
always want to impose conditions which
have nothing to do with the control
of dehte.

Mr. CARPENTER : For that reason
1 have never heen very sanguine that
the provisions of the Federal Con-
stitution for the taking over of Staute
debts would confer much benefit upon
the States.

The Premier: Under the proposed
arrangement all the States would borrow
through the same source. Now each
State pructically takes its tarn.

My, CCARPEXTEK : ‘FThat goes to
show there is some kind of co-operation
betw-=n the State Treasurers, and that
is what we want. We do not want to
see anything like cut-throat campetition,
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The Premier: All the States agreed
that wunder present conditions thers
should be only one borrower. That
one borrower sought to impoee con-

ditions which were considered un-
reasonable.
Mr. CARPENTER: 1 am glad to

have the Premier’s nssurance that the
rumour I referred to was not correct,
although he admits that there was
some suggestion on the part of the
Federal Treasurer as regards borrowing,
that the amount advanced should be
applied to certain works which the
Federal Treasurer himself would suggest
should be carried out.

The Premier: 1 did not say that
at all. No works were mentiuned.

Mr. CARPENTER : T listened with
some interest to the remarks of the
leader of the Opposition. There is a
familiar ring about his speeches on
Loan Bills. I have heard the same
old statement trotted out time and
again, until it has become somewhat
like a recitation. I suppose by this
time those of the public who take an
interest in financial matters and read
the report of the hon. member’s speeches,
must he perfectly familiar with the
time-honoured argument he has bheen
trotting out for the past four years,
more particularly as regards the differ-
cnce between the amount of money
spent by his Government and the amount
spent by the present Covernment. It
has heen pointed out again and again
that the bulk of the expenditure inposed
upon the present Ciovernment was author-
ised by the leader of the Oppusition
when in office.

The Premier; We have not yet com-
pleted the programune he outlined.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No. You neglected

it. You tinkered with sauwmills and
steamers and so on.
Mr. CARPEXTER: If the leader

of the Opposition had remained in
office, he would have spent the samne
amount of money.

Hon. J. Mitchell : No.

Mr. CARPEXTER : Perhaps 1 should
not say that. Take the railways, one
of the most costly and least profitable,
so far, of our forms of investment—
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we are simply carrying ont the boom
policy for which the leader of the Oppo-
sition and his colleague the member for
Northam were responsible. That boom
policy has cost the State millions ; and,
according to the reports of the Com-
missioner of Railways, the responsibility
for the greatest part, if not for the
whole of the present deficit restsa with

the railways rushed by the Liberal
Government through fthis House in
double quick thme just hefore the
elections.

Hon, J. Jitchell: last year the

whole of the loss on agricultural district
railways was only £33,000.

The Premier: ‘That iz only for one
year. That amount would not cover
the loss made in the previous year.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 do not say a
word againgt the building of agricultural
railways. T am merely pointing out that
during the previous Government’s boom

policy certain railways were  rushed
throngh shortly before the general
election. When a change of Government

came about, in spite of the hoom, the
present. Administration did their utmost
to continue railway construction. Wa
had the spectacle time after time of our
friends opposite rising to ask us, “ Why
do not you build the railways faster ?°’
They now admit that it was an ex-
penditure necessarily unprofitable for
#ome time to come. The mistake made
was doing too much at once. A mistake
perhaps made by the present Govern-
ment lay in allowing themselves to be
rushed ahead too fast. I believe that
although for a tine money will be lost
on those agricultural railvays, they will
eventually become profitable. As I have
said, there is & stage at which the ex-
penditure of loan money becomes un-
profitable, and we have reached that
stage in carrying out the boom policy
of the preceding Covernment. The
leader of the Opposition took upon himself
to object to a provision made in these
Loan Estimates for works connected
with the extension of the TFremantle
harbour. 1 wish to ofier a few words in
reply. I know the membher for Sussex
has held some peculiar views on this
quesation, and I need hardly say that
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those views are guite out of harmony
with the views of anybody and every-
body who has to do with the carrying
on of the work of the Fremantle harhour.
I regret that the report of the Fremantle
Harboar Trust has not yet been sub-
mitted to Parlinment. The report- of
the Railway Department is a much
larger and more somplicated document,
and yet it ean be laid on the Table of
the House in time for the disecussion on
the Annual Estinates. On the other
hand, the report of an important business
concern such as the Fremantle Harhour
Trust, in the property of which more
than 14 millions of public money is
invested, will not bhe available before
the close of the session. Tt is -not
becanse the secretary has been absent.
Last year in their report they wrote s
gpecial paragraph with reference to the
delay, and it was pointed out that the
reports were ready in October but that
the delay then was due to the Audit
office. The (overnment shonld write
a special minute requesting them to push
along with their reports, so that Parlia-
ment might have an opportunity of
seeing thein before the end of the session.
So far as the last five years operations
are concerned, the results have heen
highly satisfactory and I think I am
correct in saving that of all the business
concerns in the Stotc this is one of the
biggest and one of the most profitable.

Me. James Gardiner : What is it payving
now ?

Mr. CARPENTER : It pays intercst,
34 por cent., and 1 per cent. sinking
fund. The Trnst have rebuilt wharves
from revenue to the extent of £100,791,
and they have created a renswal fund for
wastage amounting to £10,000, and in
addition have paid into econsolidated
revenue £103,846. These figures show
that the concern is profitable, and I do
not think the leader of the Opposition
is guite justified in raising objections to
the necessary expenditure for the exten.
ston of u concern like that. I know the
Cominissioners are in the position of
being able to fix their own charges. We
ean with confidence say to the Committee
that whatever the Government propose
with regard to the extension of the
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bnrbour, there need be ne fear as to the
fAnancial result. Tt is necessary because
the business of the harbour demands
that the extensions should be madec.
When the cuestion of extending the
harbour caine to a head some four years
ago, the Commissioners recoinmended
certain  extensions which they stated
would meet the requirenients for the
next five years. Those extensions have
been largely carried ont. Four years of
that time has elapsed leaving only one
vear of the period stipulated to run, and
what I want the Treasurer to notice is
that the next step in harbowr extensions
must take at least three years. It will
be necessary fur the new bridge to he
built, the railway will have to be deviated
and the road will have te be deviated.
while the existing railway bridge will
have to be removed before additional
acvconmmodation can be provided. T do
not think that the most sanguine Minister
for Works would say that that work
could be done inside three years. This
vear fortunately, or perhaps unfor
tunately, the wheat cannot be rushed
down to the port as was done two years
ago. It will have to go down gradually
because it will not be possible to get the
vessels to take it away. Two vears ago,
it was marvellous the way in which the
Commissioner of Railways and the Har-
bour Trust handled the harvest. I we
get another good ssason next year, the
harbour will be taxed to its utmmost
capacity and there will he a strong
azitation for its extension, and it will
not be possible to carry out the work
in the time which I have stipulated,
namely, three years. I am going to ask
the Committee not to listen to any
suggestion that the work should not be
authorised. I am glad to find that the
Government have been carrying out the
work on hand with a fair amount of
expedition. Provision is made for im-
provements and there hus been provided
£125,188 and of this amount £73,000
will be spent in 1916 and £50,188 will
be spent in 1917 in the work of deepening
the harbour to 36 feet. I suppose it is
not necessary to remind hon. members
of the fact that vessels have passed our

doors because the depth of water
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has not heen sufficient. That has
been a bad advertisemnent noi oniy for
the harbour but for the State itsclf. If
we cannot provide faeilities for the ship-
ping, which is coming here snd demand-
ing to be accommodated, we shall lose
& considerable trade.

The Premier: There have not been
many.

Mr. CARPEXTEK : 1 do not think
there should be many more. 1 think T
can spesk for the Treasurer and =ay
that he is quite alive to the fact that
that state of aflairs should not con-
tinue The work which has been done
su far, although it has entailed a large
expendifture  bas not provided wmueh
additional ascormmodation for ships. We
have built a thousand feet of additional
wharfage, but we have also removed
tho sea jetty which gave accommodsation
for 900ft.. se that our nei increase has
been only L100ft. The provision {for
the bridge to which the leader of the
Opposition referred is £109,599, and un-
less mermbers think that this work is
being rushed as the leader of the Op-
position tried to make ns believe was
the case, I would remind mcembers that
the expenditure for next year is to be
the modest sum of £5,000. That will
be utilised for completing tests for the
foundations and 1 believe alse there
will be a small amount for the sur-
vey of the deviations. The hulk
of that money will be expended in
1917, the amount set down for expendi-
ture then bheing £95,599. I am not
quite satisfied as to wheat is being done
in connection with the tests. 1 should
like to see some outline given of the
plans of the proposed bridge. 1 take
it that the engineers responsible for sug-
gesting and carrying out this work must
have an idea of the character of the
bridge and where it is intended to ereet
it. It is unthinkable that they would go
on testing the foundations and go so far
as to put down a eylinder unless they had
some idea as to where the superstructure
was to he.

Mr. James Gardiner: It is near Billy
Goat Farm.  All those ioundations were
tested by the late Mr. O"Connor hefore
the secret purchase of land.
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Mr. CARPENTER:
tests were made.

The Premier : If they were completed,
we ought to dump out a few of the
officers of the Works department.

Mr. CARPENTER : All I know is that
that was supposed to be & sunitable site
for the bridge.

Mr. James Gardiner : All the land was
tested there.

Mr. CARPENTER : I notice there is
an smount on the present Estimates for
the purchase of land for railway exten-
sions and improvements at Perth and
Fremantle. I do not know whether that
means that the Government are purchas-
ing additional areas of land on the
South side of the river in connection with
this extension.

The Premisr-: 1 do not propose to tell
you; we have not got all the land that
is required.

Mr. CARPENTER: I do not think
there is much to be obtained by further
secrecy because it it in everyone's mouth
that the bridge is to be near a certain
place.

The Premier :
to be deviated.

Mr. CARPENTER : It is in overyone's
mouth that the Government have to
purchase land for that reilway, and T
thought that the fact that the money
wag on the Loan Estimates niight indicate
that the Government had at least ob-
tained an option over the land they
wanted. 1 cannot imagine that they
would allow the site of the bridge to he
known hefore making provision for the
purchase of the land. I beliove that what
the present Giovernment have done in
connection with the carrying out of the
harbour improvements has met with
the approval, not only of the members of
the Harbour Trust themselves and the
officers, but of all who do business with
that concern. In spite of the warning
from the opposite side, T sincerely hope
that no attempt will be made to interfere
with the earrying ont of a work which
will be one of the most profitable in the
State.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [9-45): 1
recognise that in the present atate of
the finances, it is futile to expect a

No complete

But the railway has
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large amount of work in any particular
portion of the State. On a comparison
of the Loan Estimates we can clearly
see that £750,000 less is set down this
year than appeared in the previous
year, and we are given to understand
that there is a possibility of the ex-
penditure being further reduced by some
£333,000, The Premier has told us in
no uncertain voice we cannot be sure
that even the money for the estimated
expenditure can be secured. Tf the
money is secured, I trust that at some
future time the amount for the develop-
ment of goldfields and mineral resources
will rigsc in ratio with its decrease during
the last two years. In 1914-15 the
amount set aside under this heading was
£108,000. Of that amount only £95,054
wag spent. The amount seb aside this
year is only £74,000, or & decrease of
£34,000 or nearly 33 per cent. The
industry ig just as great to-day as ever,
and the necessity for the exploration
of the back country is greater. T trusc
that when better times return, the falling
off referred to will be more than made
up. The amount proposed to he spent
on the development of goldfields and
mineral resources this year is only
onageventh of that set aside for agricul-
ture. | do not wish to make invidious
comparigens, bat I think no member will
contend that the agricultural industry
is superior to that of gold mining. The
only difference is that the gold mining
industry is self.reliant, and in con-
sequence has not required the financial
help which it iz anticipated will be
required by the agrieultural industry.
T must totally disagree with the remarks
of the leader of the Qpposition in respect
to this comparison between the nmount of
loan noneys per head in Victoria, as
against Western Australia. Tn the heat
of party politics, when discussing the
Estimates, sornetimes we are prone to
withhold from the question that con-
sideration and calm thought which the
country cxpects of us; and I take it
the ecountry expects from the leader
of the Oppusition & good deal more
than is expected from the ordinary,
member. We were told that West-

ern Australia has 900,000 square tniles
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as against the 87,000 square miles
of Victoria, that our Sitate i3 ten
times as great as Victoria, that we have
-only one-fifth of the population, and that
in consequence the duty allotted to every
man in this State is fifty times as great
as that allotted to a man in Vietoria ;
that we have not the population, and
that the only way to open up our country
is by borrowed monev. It was a most
ahsurd comparison to make.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We huave a
liberal Agricultural Bank to maointain.

The Premier : And water supplies all
over the place.

Mr. GREEN: In the recent war
loan the amount subscrihed hy Western
Australia was merely peppercorn as
sgainst that furnished by Vigtoria. In
Victoria are many affluent people who
have been settled there for the past 50
or 60 years, and who are satisfied to let
their money out to the Commonwealth
at 4} per cent. Those conditions do not
obtain here. I would like to say & word
about the Esperance railway. All will
remember the strenuous fight put up
by goldfields members here on five
ocecagsions in favour of the Esperance
ailway. The Bill was passed last
session, yet, instead of an earnest being
shown by the Government of their
desire to build the railway, we find that
not & penny was expended on it up to
30th June, 1915. There & a strong
feeling of dissatisfaction on the goldfields
in regard to this. )

The Premier : Not 5o strong as some
would meke it out to be.

Mr. GREEN : T admit there are mal-
contents in every community.

The Premier : While they were
singing out we were actually doing
the work.

Mr. GREEN : If only because every
man on the goldfields has a member of
Parliament’s baton in his knapsack,
there are to be found up there malcontents
prepared to make a noise without
occasion. But the Premier must see
that after the project having come
five times before the Chamber

The Premier: We did not get too
much credit for having brought it up
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five simes, and for eventually pgetting
it passed.

Mr. GREEN : Well, what is the good
of having passed the railway if we do
not take some action? Up to the
end of June not & penny had been spent.

The Premier: We said we would
finance it in July, which we did-

Mr. GREEX: The Kukerin-Lake
Grace railway was passed at the snme
same time as the Esperance. On page
9 of the Loan Estimates, we find it set
out that the Kukerin-Lake Grace rail-
way is to be completed by the 30th
June, 1916, whereas in regard to the
Eaperance railway it is only proposed
that & depot shall have been built at
Esperance and some railway material
forwarded by that date.

The Minister for Works : Which will
cost imore than the whole of the Kukerin.
Lake Grace railway.

The Premier: And before the Esper-
ance line is built, a jetty must he pro.
vided.

Mr. GREEN : In regard to the inter-
jection of the Minister for Works, it is
not borne out by the Estimates ; for we
there find that it is proposed to spend
£25,000 on the Kukerin-Lake Grace
railway, and £18,000 on that at Esper-
anee.

The Minister for Worka: Including
£2,000 for the jotty, it will be £20,000.

The Premier: You forget that we
built a road which is actually the bed
for the railway.

Mr. GREEN: The Kukerin-Lake
Grace reilway, one of many constructed
in the agricultural districts, is to be
completed by the 30th June, 1916,
whereas the Esperance line will not be
completed, or anything like it, by that
date.

The Premier :
are completed.

Mr. GREEN: The people at Lake
Grace will be able to get in their harvest
next year, while those at Esperance
will be disappointed.

The Minister for Works: Some of
them in the Lake Grace district will
still be 40 miles from a railway.

The Premier : Some of those making
the greatest neise on the goldfields

Half the earthworks
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are doing it in the interests of others who
are only dummying down at Esperance.

Mr. GREEX : Settlers who cannot
get their wheat to a port, particularly
after the railway has been promised,
must necessarily complain. From the
total amount set aside for railway con-
struction and railway purposes this
year—£685,975—we can deduet £120,000
for additions and unprovenents on
opened railways, part of which will be
expended on the goldfields. and this
lenves n total of £565,000 available. Yot
the whoile of the amount proposed to
be spent on the goldfields is only £15,000.
It iy up to the Government to see that
this line is constructed by the 30th
June next.

Mre. James Gardiner : All the railways
will have to go a bit short this year.

Mr. GREEN: The Rukerin-Lake
Grace railway, passed at the same time,
will: be finished by 30th Junc next.

The 3Jlinister for Works: It was
passed before she Esperance railway.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : No, afterwards.

Mr. GREEN: The understanding
was that the Esperance railway would
be built at the earliest possible date,
and 1 consider it & breach of faith that
it is not contemplated to have the line
finished by the end of June next.

The Premier : How can we construct
that in the soane time as the other ?
It is not comnected with our present
systemn.

Mr. GREEN : The Ravensthorpe
railway was built very quickly under
almost similar circumstances.

The Premier : No, they were hooming
& proposition then.

Mr. GREEN : If any district requires
to be boomed, it is Esperance. I feel
that the Govermment have overlooked
us in this respect, and 1 trust the vote
will be excessed to meet the requirements.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury) [10:5]: The
leader of the Country party raised some
small measure of objection to the amount
to be spent in thé metropolitan area
a8 compsared with the mmount proposed
for the development of the South-Weat.
While I do not propose to assume &
dog-in.the manger attitude, on general
principles T agree with the hon. memher

C[ASSIRMBILY.]

to this extent thai decentralisation has
been preached by all parties when not
in power, but when they have had a
chance to give effect to those prin-
ciples they have never seenited io event-
tuate. There must be something in
the influence of the power that sarrounds
the throne in Perth that leads Ministers
away from doing their duty in this
direction. 1 have sometimes complained
that people in the metropolitan area
have muny facilities, luxuries, comforts
and provisions for their needs alveady
far in advance of what the people in the
country can ever hope to have, and that
the provision of greater facilities for the
metropolis will not in any way help to
develop the State or to make it that
prosperous and self-reliant country it
ought to be. Wostern Australia is like
every other State of the Commonwealth,
the head is growing much higger than
the body, and we cannot look forward
to a healthy development if this con-
tinues.

Mr. James Gardiner:
curse of Australia.

Mr, THOMAS : It is going to be the
curse of Western Australia.

The Premier : You ought to be the last
aneg to mske that complaint. Your
district is getting more than it has ever
got. We are giving it the natural port.

Mr. THOMAS: I thank the Premier
for the grant of £25.000 for harbour ex-
tensions at Bunbury. For three long
weary years, 1 was fed up by the pro-
mises of the present Minister for Lands
who wns then JMinister for Works.
He used to draw most rosy pictuves of
what he was going to do for Bunbury.
Every time 1 saw hirn the plans were
nearly completed and stupendous sums
were going to be spent on the harbour
50 that in the near future Bunbury would
be abounding with prosperity. The
three years went past and, as a result of
these magnificent promises, the Miniater,
up to the time he relinquished the
Warks office, spent £2,000. 1 believe
the Premier is determined that at last
we shall receive some measure of what
we are entitled to. I have pleaded in
this House many times that something
definite and tangible shonld he prepared-

That is the
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for the develupment of the South-West—
that fair province which is the garden
of * Weatern Australin. [t seems as-
tounding to those who know that country
best that Ministers have visited thiy
favoured locality and have waxed elo-
quent about its magnificent prospects
and potentialities, but that all we have
received has been fair words and fair
promises. I have heard the Premier
state that he had been greatly impressed
with the South-West.

The Premier: 1 will dilate on what
we have done in the Sonth-West during
the last three years. Your memory
requires to he refreshed.

Mr. THOMAS : The Premier is ruther
touchy to-night.

The Premier :
flank move.

- Mr. THOMAS: [ deny that. No
member can claim to have been more
loyal to his chief than 1 have been.

The Premier: I was alluding to the
faci that we have given more attention
to the South-West than any other part
of the State, and you are attacking us
for it.

Mr. THOMAS: The Premier eannot
bring forward facts to substantiate
thet statement. The Minister for Lands,
speaking on the Estimates of the Agricul-
tural Department, said—™1 recognise
that we have a great agset in the South-
West, but it is rlmost heartbreaking to
get that asset developed.”” What has
the hon. gentleman done so far to develop
it in any way whatever ? While millions
of money have been found to develop
other portions of the State. to wit, the
wheat growing aresg——

Mr. Smith: At 8 per cent. interest.

Mr. THOMAS: We in the South
West are quite prepared to make every
undertaking revenue producing. While
millions have been invested in very
doubtful prospeets someties, we in
the South-West have been ailowed to
stand over while more clamorons ¢om-
munities get all they require. The
Minister for Lands went on to say—
* The settlers who have good land do
not secm to realise the emormous pos.
abilities of intense culture.”” \Where the
opportunity has been provided for intense

You are making a
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culture in the South-West that port of
the State has responded magnificentiv.
We have one little place down there called

Barrakuyp, where previously the land

was huld in large areas but which has

recently bheen cut up into small areas
of from 30 to 100 acres. Whereas in
this area the large estates proved an
entire failure, the position is altogether
different with the small areas, for the
people are going in for intense culture
and are amongst the most progperous
settiers in the community. A man with
1,000 acres in the South-West finds the
task of developing and waking wse of it,
generally speaking, greater than his
means will perinit. He would necd to
be a wealthy individual to have any
chance of making & success of a large
area down there, with the result that
many of the people are carrying big
loads in the shape of bank advances,
while the people in the small arcas are
doing well. I know of one man who
holds 25 acres of land. Hs has a com-
iortable horae built upon it and I have
svery reason to believe he i in a prosper-
ous way. Hoe tells me that he never can
sueceed in using the whole of his 25 acres.
This property is developed by means of
putting a small portion of it under
irrigation with the owner's plant. He
goes in for rnixed farming, a high cluss
of poultry, pigs, and -grows a small
crop for his own use. This sort of thing
could be carried on to & greater extent
if the Government would only mmake suine
small provision at an early date for
development of that nature in the South-
West. We have many examples of
what can be done in that part of the
State. We have before us the example
of the RBrunswick State farm, and the
value of the land in thet district. 1
have visited the farm on several occa
sions, and although the Comunisgioner
comes in unfortunately for much criticism
1 think his eriticism only emanates from
those who least understand his task
and the ability whieh he is displaying
in earrying out the work allotted to
him. .The member for Leonora (Mr.
Foley), with his usual irresponsibility,
made charges concerning the South-
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West.
on the

He said that the money spent
South-West Comunissioner was
wasted, and twitted the South-West
generally withh being the next thing
possible to a complete failure. Some-
thing was said in reply by the membaer
for Nelson (Mr. Wilhnott), and the
member for Leonora went on to say that
there were only two cows or so left in
the South-West. I want to show how
the people with the least possible know-
ledge of a case will persist in indulging
in unjust critieisin, nore especially in
regard to this area, and in regard to
this public servant who is doing such
gol work. It has always been a
mystery to me why the various Ministers
for Lants have not done something for
the South-West. When the Hon. T. H.
Bath became Minister for Lands 1 had
greal hopes, bearing in mind his know-
ledge of the land question and his
appreciation of the difficulties of the man
on the land and of the necessity for
developing the country, that he would
do something, and that out of his know-
ledge would spring a definite and tangible
scheme upon which we might lay the
foundation stone for the establishment
of & really prosperous South- West portion
of the State. As it was, however, he left
office, and the South-West remained, the
game &8 it was Dbefore. Unless some
other members from that part of the
Btate insistently and persistently knock
at the door of the Minister from time
te time that work will never be comn-
pletud.

Hon. K. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : What do you want done ?

Mr. THOMAS : It was said, I believe,
by the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) that we are no nearer pro-
ducing butter to-day in any guantity
than wo were 10 years ago. L generally
pay a good deal of attention to the
utterances of that hon. ember, but L
am afraid on this occasion I must dissent
from his views. 1 am perfectly satisfied
that ence that hron. gentleman has seen
some of the growth which has taken place
in thai part of the State, he will be loud
in his praises of its possibilities. 1t is true
that the dairying industry in this State
has not made the strides it should have
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made, and that in Busselton, where a
butter factory existed, either through
bad management, or lack of initiative
on the part of the farmers, the pro-
moters of the institution were obliged
to elose it down. The record of the
Bunbury butter factory is, however,
very different. This institution was
established in 1908 and has been going
on continually ever since. In August
and September this factory turned out
22,0001bs. of butter, the finest in Westorn
Australia, factory or otherwise. 1 am
not going to say that we have reached

the limit of our capabilities in this
direction.

Mr. James Gardiner: It is a good
start.

Mr. THOMAS : During the seven years
that this factory has been established,
something like £50,000 worth of butter
has passed through the establishment.
Further than that, there arv some 200
people who are supplying the butter
factory with c¢ream. The clients of
the factory extend as far out as the
electorate of the member for Mwrray-
Wellington (Mr. CGeorge). The dairying
indestry is what saved Victoria at the
time that State was passing through
the great slump. The industry there
was assistedl by a system of bonuses, and
was gradually developed until at last
it brought Victoris into a state of pros
perity. In the Bouth-West we have
an  abzolutely certain and adequate
rainfall. A drought has never been
known there and the entire area is larger
than the whole of Yictoria.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : "LThere i no sununer rainfall
down there ; it is quite a different pro-
position to Victoria.

Mr. THOMAS : We have the area, the
rainfall and one of the finest climates
in Australia. We have also got the soil,
which is absolutely fitted for the pro-
motion of the dairying industry.

Mr. George : li the Government would
give us lime our land would be most
valuable.

Mr. THOMAS: [ heartily endorse
thoge sentiments of the hon. member.
With our great resources for wealth, our
districts offer A sound investinent for
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the capital of the State and an absolutely
certain return. Ministry afier Ministry
comes along, and little or nothing is
dons for the development of the South-
West. We have been questioned about
the value of the land. It will, perhaps,
interest the Honorary Minister when
1 tell him that, taking acre jor acre
under cultivation in the South-West
with a similar acreage in Victoria, the
average potato crops in the South-West
exceeds that of Victoria by 30 per cent.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : One farm in Bagechus Marsh
will produce more than the whole of
Western Australia can produce in that
way.

Mr. THOMAS: Taking the average
production for the acreage that we put
in, end the average production for the
acreage put in in Victoria, I say that
our potato ¢rops show a production of
30 per cent. greater than that of Victoria.
The development of the South-West has
been phenomenal. I have heard the
Commissioner for that part of Western
Australia say that there is land thereat
the present time which has never been
approsched for potato growing, and
that it is richer than anything we have
yet developed. He soays that, taking
the finest specimens of soil in Vietoria,
there is land to be found in the South-
West of greater value. That is s valuable
opinion to ¢come from n man who knows
not only this State hut Victoria as well.
1 have merely instanced the potato
growing qualities of the South-West
in order that members and the people
of the State may reulise what can be
done in that direction. I now want to
outline a scheme by which 1 think the
dairying industry can be developed to
an enormous extent. Before coming to
that, however, I should like to say that,
s0 far as I can ascertain, while cows are
being supplicd to settlers in other parts
of the State on the time payment system,
under which a smail farmer, by paying
half rent, cvan eventually become the
owner of the cows and at the same time
be paying off the purchase price in
ingtalments and making & considerable
profit himself, the farmers around Bun.
bury and Brunswick have not been
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able to get that assistance for them-
selves.

Mr. George: I believe that is correct.

Mr. THOMAS: At any rate I am
given to understand that this is the
case. If the Government would give
& little more generous assistance in thet
direction in the way of supplying small
farmers with deiry stoek on the time-
payment systemn, the butter industry
could be developed very rapidly.

Mr. Smith : I understand the Govern-
ment have offered very excellent dairy
stock from the Brunswick farm.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 do not think it
would be taxing the resources of the
State too much to ask the Government
to embark upon a small scheme in
that direction, and I am gure the Premier
would be laying the foundation stone of
better things to come. We have been
told a thousand times over about the
million of money we are sending away
to the Esstern States every year for
deiry produce. The amount is in¢reasing
year by year, and is over a million now.
It seerns a crying shame that with such
a fair province as we have in the South-
West—Iland specially provided by nature
for the development of an industry of
this description—time should go swiftly
on and on without anything being done.
The very stuff of which we ought to be
producing our own requirements and
exporting fo the rest of the world, we
are importing.

Mr. George: We have a fine class of
men in the South-West, too.

Mr. THOMAS : I believe we have the
sturdiest elass of farmers in the South-
West. Because they are not al! crying
to the Government for help, they have,
I think, heen overloocked.- While I
remain in Parliament T shall take every
opportunity of ensuring that they are
not overlooked in future.

The Premier: You have not over-
locked their interests, but you have
overlooked what the CGoverniment have
done for them.

Mr. THOMAS: Before leaving the
question of bhutter factories I wish to
express the hope that the £1,000 a month
turned over in the Bunbury butter
factory may speedily increase to-£2,000
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The Government have a valuable estate,

at. Harvey, recently. purchased ;- and
I have heen approached by many in-
dividunls -desirpus of being informed
when the Government are going to cut.
that cstate up. - I do, not.for a moment
profess to be an expert in these matters,
but I have been told that a man and
his wife and family can meke a very
decent living on 30, 40, or at the most
50 acres of that land. .
© Mr. George: If the man gets good
land. : :
Mre, THOMAS : [ bhow to my friend’s
experionce - in  that matter. The pro-
spects are particularly good because
of the possibilities of irrigation in the
Harvey district. T appeal to the Premier
=—who [ fear i not in a very generous
mood to-night—to put even: £10,000 on
theso Iistimates for a little developmant
scheme to benefit the South-West., I
have discussed with the member for
Irwin the success of what he calls his
ready made farms in the Midland district.
With soms slight variations that scheme
could be applied to the South-Waest, only
at much smaller expense. I am <uite
‘satisfied that we shall nover sottle a big
population in this country while we
spread the people over vast areas, giving
each settler a couple of thousand acres
and then having to build a railway in
ordor to bring himn in touch with the
consuming public. 1n the South-West
the Coverninent have the re-purchased
Harvey and ldenty estates. We might
adopt something of the Midland Railway
Company’s systern. 1 suggest, &s &
basis, that an area of 40 acres for each
farm should bLe set aside, and cleared.
Perhaps oxperts would say that only
hali the area should be cleared, but 1
leave the details of the scheme to be
furnished by those who understand the
matter better than 1 do. A ring fence
should be put around the 40 acres, and
a reasonable homestead erected. A
homestead for a man making a start in
life could, T presume, he built of wood
for £150. Possibly 8 small water supply
in the shapc of a well would be necessary,
and if some other little assistance is
needed it should be provided. Posasibly
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cows - might be supplied to the; setuler
on the tie payment system. | Payiient
for the farm might extend over s liberal
poriod : say 30 years, if  .necessary.
For tha first three years of the setoler's
tenancy he might hold the farm frée of
any charge whatever. 1 believy that
£10,000 would provide 20 farmg on the
lines I have suggested. If the matter
were attendecd to properly, and if due
care were taken in the selection of the
individuals to be placed on those farms,
I ain convinced that the annual expendi-
ture of £10,000 which I propoge would
be increased so as to bring about the
settlement of s vast number of pegple
in the South-West on closer settlement
lines. .

Mr. Smith : Where are you going to get
the settlers from ?

Mr. THOMAS: Any number can be
obtained from Creat Britain.

Mr. Smith : But the present CGiovern-
ment discountenance immigration.

Mre, THOMAS: That is an unjust,
unfounded, and ridiculous charge. If
we want to settle immigrants in a
climate and other conditions most nearly
approximating to the climate and con-
ditions of England, what better part of
Western Australia could be selected for
the purpose than the South-West ?
Assistance has been given through the
Agricultural Bank towards the develop-
ment of the wheat-growing areas. Various
measures have been passed through
thizs House for the assistance of farmers.
I may point to the Industries Assistance
Board. [ am the last individual in the
world to do or say anything that would
interfere with or hamper the legitimate
development of this country. I have a
sineere admiration for the farmler, wndd
am as anxious to assist him os any
member of the House can be. At one
time I was one of the most ¢nthusiastic
advocates in Western Australin of the
Agricultural Bank as well as of other
forms  of assistance to agriculturists.
But it is beginning to dawn upon e
that the effect of continual assistance
in & vcertain direction, joined with
Pleasantly hopeful anticipations that
are created of what is going to be done
in the future, may be to produce a class



[23 (hverounkr, 1913.]

of people lacking the virility that is
necessary in order to make a sutcessini
settler in this or any other country.
I have said before in this House that
certain sections of our Western Australian
community display a growing tendency
to lean up against the C(lovernment all
the time. I have no objection whatever
to o first start being given. but to Jead
settlers to expect a serivs of continual
helps, year after year, is only to sap the
virility of the individual ; and the re.

sult may be to involve the State in
difficulties  from which it will have
trouble in extricating itsclfl. 1 have

discussed this matter with one or two
individuels well able to judge. and they
agrec that if we extend the policy of
assistnnee too far the time will come
when that policy will have an effect
the oppesite of that which we expect, and
that we may live to regret the methods
we have introduced. The theory is
excellent and the intention underlying
it is commendable from every point of
view, but unfortunately theories do
not always work out in practice as we
would wish them to do. My theory is
that the little area to be alloeated should
be fenced, and a home buiit on it of a
modest character, and with it all the
requisites to enable a man to start on
the producing stage at once. 1 would
like to see the whole expenditure capit-
alised and a long period given for the
repavment, and for the first three years
the settler should be free of all charges.
When these arcas were buing advertised
for sale, it should be su arranged that
a reliable officer of the department should
have all the individuals hefore him. In
many cases there will be hundreds ap-
plyving for a block and the best man of
all should be the one selected to have
the block. A man should bhe asked
whether he was married and had a
family, and had stock, horses and cart,
and when it was found thai therc was
a hardy individual of the right type and
that he had sons or even daughters who
wonld help him, and that he would be
the most likely individual to make a
permanent success of the undertaking,
he should he selected without fear or
favour from the lot. He should be
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given the opportunity on the under-
standing that it shanld be like the laws
of the Medes and the Persinns. un-
aiterable, and he should be toid that
he was getting a ready-made farm, that
he would have to go on it and that the
assistance he was getting then would be
the only assistanee he would receive,
and that if he failed to make a success
of it he would be dealt with as any other
business man or money lender might do
under similar circumstances. The msn
would be pgiven the hest of possible
chances buat he would have to under-
etand that it was the only chance. It
would be of no use for the man to got
tired and to make an ad miscrocordinm
appenl to the Covornment for a bit
more.  He must make good or po.  Those
are the principles upon which business
men succeed, and thoy are the principles
upon which men will succeed on the
land. If & man knows he is up agsinst
it and he must succeed or go out, there
is no further appeal for him. The best
thet is in him will come out, and if he
devotes it to the proposition he has
taken in hand it will he & success.
Everyone agrees that that is the nucleus
of & scheme which might ultimately be
extended over a vast erea.

The Premier: Are you taking into
account that a ready-made farm would
Tequire irrigating ?

Mr. THOMAS: 1 am not sare that
irrigation would be necessary in every
case, but il the benefits of irrigation
could be extended to such a settlement.,
a man with 4 acres, with the magnificent
winter rainfall which we cnjoy down
there, and the blessings of irrigation for
summer c¢rops, could grow enough to
make him wealthy. The Premier is as
enthusiastic an advocate of the good
quality of the soil of the South-West
ag any man in the State. He finds no
fault with the scheme. Then why not
find £10,000 to put s number of thesc
men on such farms immediately.

The Premier : We have found £54,000
for one irrigation scheme already.

Mr. THOMAS: The Premier is pro-
viding £45,000 for an irrigation scheme
st Harvey, £40,000 for a rsilway from
Wagin to Bowelling, and £25,000 for
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the Bunbury harbour, amounting to a
little over £100,000.

The Premier: Altogether £165,000.

Mr. THOMAS: That amount is for
the whole of the South-West, and for
about three items in the metropolitan
area the Government are inding £300,000.
How is Western Australia pgoing to be
developed into the fine country it ought
to be while we are building up the city
and doing nothing to the country ?
If we were spending £60,000 in Perth
and £500,000 in the South-West we
would be doing justice to the State.

The Minister for Mines: There must
bhe provided the accommodation which
is necessary for a modern capital city.

Mr. THOMAS: In the metropolitan
area you have half the population of the
State.

The Premier: No.

Mr. THOMAS: At least a third. If in
these cireumstances you propose to make
the City still more attractive, you will
draw all your country pepulation, and
the State will languish,

Mzr. Carpenter interjected.

Mr. THOMAS: I have not been paro-
chial. I have not been dealing with my
uvwn electorate at all. On the subject of
harbours, while that of Fremantle, with
& capitalisation of nearly two millions,
returns a profit of £20,000 per an-
mum:

The Minister for Works: No, £40,000.

Mr. THOMAS: Bunbury, with & small
capitalisation of about £100,000, returns
£10,000 per annum. So in such a com-
parison Bunbury comes out infinitely
superior to the chief port of the State.

The Minister for Works: Chat is your
view, on your own figures.

Mr. THOMAS: The Minister should
open his eyes to development going on
in other parts of the State. I appeal to
the Premier to give my suggestion for
land settlement some consideration, and
to make some small provision towards
testing it.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
{1055]: I congratulate the member for
Bunbury on having dealt with the sub-
ject in a genercus manver. In regard to
gome of the land in the South-West, I

[ASSEMBLY.)

agree that 40 aecres would be “sufficient.
I notice a fairly large provision on the
lIstimates in ¢onnection with water sup-
pPly. If a water supply bas to be pro-
vided in any distriet, every care shounld
be taken to see that the water, when it is
supplied, is potable. There have been in-
stances in this State of large expenditure
on the supply of water which when sup-
plied was not fit to be used. One of the
essential eonstituents most of our lands
lack is lime. Reference has heen made
lately io the Dongara deposit. In the
South-West we have large deposits which,
at & mintmum eost, could be exploited
and supplied to the people.
[Mr. Carpenter took the Cheir.)

The Premier: Are yon going to dis-
cuss that now?

Mr, GEORGE: No. I will have some-
thing to say about it later. A few days
ago I referred to the Commissioner for
the South-West. I am afraid my re-
marks were misunderstood. It was not
my intention to accuse that gentleman of
neglecting his daty, but T had the im-
pression that he was somewhat hampered
in his operations. What the farmers of
the South-West bad in view when that
officer was appointed was that he shounld
be constantly travelling amongst them,
showing them where they could make im-
provements. However, T think the policy
has been wrong all through. In respect
to State farms, while undonbtedly we
have some of the finest land, we have a
great quantity of second-class and third-
class couniry. The object of the State
farms should be to show us how this in-
ferior land could be profitably utilised.
I fear this bas not been shown us. The
Brunswick State farm, with unlimited
money and up-to-date plant, has ot
proved a commercial success. We expect
that a State farm with special advantages
should be able to meet ils expenses and
should afford an object lesson to all of
us, I agree with everything the member
for Bunbury said in regard to the clear-
ing of land.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[110]: The leader of the Opposition
was very reasonable in his eriticism and
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it angered the Premier. The Premier is
easily angered; bhe objects to eriticism
and even objects to statements of faet.
The Premier was very considerate in
postponing the discussion of these Hsti-
mates until after the {ea adjournment in
order that the leader of the Opposition
might get some rest after the all-night
sitting. No Loan Estimates were ever
introduced under more unfortunate eir-
cumstances than these. We have the
London money market closed against us,
the war is prevailing and the Federal
Government are horrowing locally to
meet the expenses of the war. There-
fore, the Premier is forced to go on a
market which is already exploited to the
full. He is faced with inereased taxation
bv the Federal authorities and inereased
charges against the people in many direc-
tions. There has been expenditure which
might well have been avoided, It is all
very fine for the Premier to imagine he
completed the scheme of works laid down
when he assumed office. Instead of that
he spent the money on trams, & power
house, and on trading concerns and he
must admit that a great deal of borrowed
money has been swallowed np by the defi-
eit—something like £1,250,000. The Pre-
mier has inereased the indebtedness of
this State during the last four years by
13 millions and has increased our inferest
bill from £1,046,000 to £1,620,000.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And increased the
assets, too.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mare than one-
third of the public debt is due to the
borrowing of the present Premier and
more than one-third of our interest bill
35 likewise due to him., Last year we had
to contribute, £700,000 from revenue to
meet interest and sinking fund. In 1911
praetically the whole of the inferest and
sinking fund came from the earnings of
our investments. This is the most unfor-
tunate feature of the whole of the Pre-
mier’s finance, True, he has had a very
bad year. but even allowing for that, we
are down something like £500,000 a year
against our revenne collections to pro-
vide inferest on the borrowed money.
This makes the position for the fnture
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difficuli and it means that the Premier
wust consider well before he embarks on
any fresh expenditure. When we cumne
to the items I shall endeavour to strike
out every one that means unnecessary ex-
penditure and to see that the expenditure
is devoled to reproductive works—pro-
ductive not merely of interest and sinking
fund but produetive of work. With all
this loan expenditure, and nolwithstand-
ing that 11,000 men have gone to the war,
there is still unemployment, and we must
see that our horrowed money is so spent
that it will lead to development, produc-
tion and work. The Premier must see
that works cost no more than they ongzhi
to. Owing to the day labour system,
every railway built by the present Guv-
ernment has eost 20 to 30 per cent. more
than it should bave. I believe every pub-
lic work ihe Premier bas faced has cost a
oreat deal move than it is worth to-day.
On ihe Estimates only £130,000 is pro-
vided for new railways, notwithstanding
that a tetal expenditure of over
£2,000,000 is involved. 1f there is any-
thing which is imporiant to this State,
sutely it is the building of new railways.
There are some railways wlieh should
come before any other expenditure unless
perhaps it is the £200.000 for the Agri-
culfural Bank. Therc is a railway frum
the Great Souihern towards Lake Yeal-
ering from Popanyinning, the Kondinin-
Merredin line to be completed, the Mount
Marshall line, of which 40 miles remains
to be finished, the line promised from
Wongan Hills to Cowecowing, and a line
to separate the Dowerin-Merredin and
the Northam-Merredin railway running
through Yorkvakine. There is also the
Busselton to Mount Margaret railway,
for which no provision is made, although
the Bill has heen passed. These and otlier
railways would provide work for all idme,
work for the men on the land, work for
the men in the Cily, work everywhere.
But tbe Premier does not consider that.
The House shonld insist on these works
being undertaken and, if it were possible,
I would strike out ihe amount aof
£270,000 for the tramways and power
house in order to start these works.
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The P'remier: You are u wobbly crowd.
Youi snpported (hem.

Lion. J, MITCIHELL: Not this envrm-
onx expense,  The Premier does not tell
ux sl that i= in his naod.  When  we
boughi the Perth tramns we thouglht we
had 2 =plendid scheme that would he a
grand iwvestment.  Instead of that the
Premier went to London and arranged to
buitd a new power lousc.

The Premier: That is incorreed.

How J MUTCHIELL : The Premier de-
cilded (o build a new power house and it
is heing baidt now.  That 3s alf 1 meant
tu convey.

The Premier: Bui ar election times
your party go rvound and  say  divty
thines,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier

makes the whole of his own froubles,

The Minister for Mines: Why not sav
that everything we have done is taulty?
That would be comprehensive.

Hon, Frank Wilson: We have said that
on peeasions. .

Hon, J. MUTCHELIL : The power house
will cosl nearly twiee as much as the Pre-
mier intended it should, and twice as
muoch as the people hie gol to advise him
said it would cosl. Of course, we shall
have to provide for (he new power house
because the works are under way. In
dealing with loan and other Bills in
future. while the money market is in the
present condition, we shall have to be

eareful nol  lo allow the Premijer
to undertake works  wiieh will  be
diflicull  to  complele, The Premier
conteniplates  huilding o bridge  at
Fremantle al a cost  of  £100.000,

In dealing with the Loan Estimates and
the Loan Bill, we shall have to sce that
the money is found to earry on the work
that has been started. Now that thesec
works have been started we shall, I pre-
sume, have to go on wiith them even if
they cost more than they should. The
Premier has provided £120,000 for addi-
tions and improvements to opened rail-
wavs. He bas provided £260,000 for
trading concerns ineluding a  steamer.
That is a tremendons sum of money to
devote to a pnrchase of this sort. There
wilt be hungry mouths in the econatry due
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to the faet (hat (he Governtent have put
their money on the wrong horse. The
Government in some of their outlays may
be able to produce interest and sinking
fund, but the works are nol reproduciive
in the broadesi sense. We want repro-
duction in addition to procuring interest
and sinking fund.  We shail be able to
glrilie out some ol the items on the Esti-
maies and devote e monev to building
the railways 1 have menligned. We have
£200,000 down tor the Agrienltural Bank.
As a mafter of faci 1 find that we have
something Like £350,000 only ithal will
be devoted to the revenue-producing
undertakings that will practically have
to earn inferest and sinking fund for a
great deal of the remainder of fhe ex-
penditure. Out of a loan expendilure of
over £2,000,000 this is not salisfactory.
In dealing with the ¥stimates the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Carpenter) referred
to the boom that was inaugurated by the
previous Adminisiration. That develop-
ment was no boom but a steady and slow
progress, and bul for that there wounld
have been no Tremantle at all. Before
we started to develop the baek econntry
Fremantle was a dull and empty place.
The development of the back eountry ab-
solutely made Fremantle, and the ship-
ping which has come to that port is due
to the development of our hread acres,
which has made the harbour and made
possible the expenditure on the harhour.
The Premier was wrong in referring to
the inspector of the harbour in the way he
did. Loan expenditure was nsed by the
previous Administration for works {o bhe
provided without delay. That loan ex-
penditure was reconped from year lo
year from the profils made from the har-
bour. which is a perfectly legitimate
method of finance,

The Premier: How absurd! What
would have become of the profits if Lhere
had not heen that dehit to make np.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Premier
would have wasted that profit. The
debit, however, was for work done to
the wharves and other necessarv work of
thal deseription in the harbonr. If the
work had heen delayed until the harbour
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had earned suificient mouney to enable the
undertakings (0 be gune on with the pro-
gress of the port wonld have heen con-
siderably Lampered,

The Premier : The money was spent
without authority,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We did nuiling
without authority. The Premier said Sir
John Forrest did something without
authority and excessed his loan items.

. The Premier : He put votes down
whielr were in excess of his Esfimates,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Sir John For-
rel and every other Liberal Governmeni
have gone on (le expendilure which has
been authorised by Parliameni. I we
pass ihis Loan authorisation of expendi-
ture upon the bridge at Fremanile the
Premier will argue that he is entitled to
go on with the whole expenditure not-
withstanding that we have not voled ihe
money,

The Premier: [t will have to he done
whether the money 1s voled or not. [t is
absolutely essential.

Hon. J. MITCHEWLL: Tt is a different
proposition to earry oen work upen which
a small sum has heen voted from bnying
a steamer upon which no vote has been
passed at all. Let the Premier he careful
about his expendilure. He will find a
difficulty in gelting money and any
money he takez from the monev market
for Western Australia will he withdrawn
from active use. As the Premier borrows
money the work will be rednced.

The Premier: What do xou think T
shall do with it?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: | should like to
know what the Premier will do with it.
He will not put if to good use in putting
it into some of these euterprises which
he has slarted. Out of consideration to
the Premier, ad heeause he has shown
considerafion to inv leader this afternoon.
I am not going to say anythine more
now, but will keep what else T have to say
when T am speaking on the items as we
come to them.

The PREMIER. (Hon. J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe—in reply) [11.17]:
I must express my appreciaiion of the
attitnde adopted by the member for Nor-
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thaum {Hon, ). Mitchell} in giving me ten
minutes in which iv veply to the speech
of his leader whieh lasted an bour and a
half. 1 do not propose to speak at any
great lengili;, but 1 desire to refer to
ane or iwo of the points that the leader
of the Opposition in particular endeav-
oured 1o make n connection with ihe
E=timates now subipitted and hefore e
Haouse.  First ot all. I think a lor of
the time of members might lave bheen
saveld and wight be saved in fuiure if
the leader of the Opposition had [i:
specch printed. and, whenever he desires
to make a =peech on the Estimates. either
on Revenne or Loan, that he should
wmerely woeve that ii shonld be laid on
the Table of the House. TIis speech was
only a repetirion of what the hon. mem-
her Iias heen saving cver =ince he has
heen siiting in opposition.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He has said too much
for vou hundreds of tines.

The PREMIFER: We have heard all
about the expenditure of loan funds ever
sinee the Government came inio office.

Hon. JJ. Mitehell; You spent 30 mil-
lions of money and wasted il all.

The PREMIER: The leader of ihe
Cpposition siated prior to the election,
as the resull of which this Government
came hack to office with an overwhelming
majority, thal if the Government were re-
turned headed hy myself there would be
stagnation in Western Australia becaunse
the money lenders would not lend mouney
to a Labour Government,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You said you wonld
not horrow.

The PREMIER: That is absolutely
incorreet.  Afrer four vears, however,
we lind that the burden of members’ com-
plaints is that 1T have been able to get
maney loo freely.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You have wasted it.

The PREMIER: Where is the consist-
eney of onr friends opposite? They have
pever altempted to be consistent. Any
old stick will do to whip the dog with.
i is no matter to them whether it is in
the interests of the country or not. Tt
is the inferest of the party that is para-
mount with them. FEvervthing that they



2542

deal with they deal with fromn the party
political point of view.

Hon, J. Mitchell: 1 deny that.

My, E. B. Johnsion: Even under the
shadow of the war,

The PREMIER: We heard in the be-
ginning of this session a great deal about
a political {ruce, but 1 say there never
was a lime in the history of pariy Gov-
ermment in Western Anslralia when there
haz been so mueh dirty party polities
introduced into the political life in West-
ern Australia as during the past three
months.

Hon. 1. Mitchell: Not at all,

The PREMIER : There has never been
so much party politics in the politieal
life of Western Ansfralia.

Hon. J, Mitchell: On whose part?

The PREMIER : Will the hon. member
take our record for last session? Did
we infroduce a single Bill that could be
considered a party measure, pure and
simple?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, vou did.

The PREMIER: Not a single Bill
The only measnre which for even a
moment could be deseribed as baving
somelling of party in its nature 15 the
Mines Rewulation Aet Amendment Bill.
But that is really not a pavty Bill. The
West  _Australian newspaper has sup-
parted that measure for years. We have
dropped all party during this session.
On the other hand, the bitter party
attacks whieh have heen made upon us
net onl for onr actiong during the past
12 months, but extending hack over four
vears, have no parallel in the political
history of this State. What have we
heard from the leader of the Opposition
to-nieli ?

Haon. 1. Mitehell: A jolly good speech.

The PREMIER: Ti was in its way a
magnificent speech. A good deal was
sait in the rourse of it for the purpose
of misleading the public and preventing
them from recognising the truth. Tn
the first place the leader of the Oppo-
sition expressed the opinion that a good
deal of the monev spent during the past
financial year wight have heen saved—
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that on many items money was expended
wlich onght not to have been expended.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Quite true.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition said we should not have ex-
pended £97,500 on workers’ homes. Of
course we should not. Qur friends oppo-
sile ¢laim the eredit of the introdueiion
of the workers’ homes scheme in \Western
Australia. The scheme has heen in opera-
tion for only three vears, and now they
want it stopped.

Hon. J, Mitehell: The buildings vou
have erected are not homes for working
men.

The PREMIER: The member for
Northam has never seen a working man.
Next the leader of the Opposition oh-
jected to the expenditure of £236,000 in
water supply. He said we should not
have done that work.

Houw. .J. Mitchell: He did not say that
at all.

The PREMIER: I took the words
down as he nttered them, and I have
them now before me, He said (hat many
wems of cxpenditure eould have been
held over., and amongst those items he
included water supply, £236,000. Twm-
agine the hon. member going in to the
agricultural backblocks and telling that
fo the seitlers. Tmagine the reeeption he
wonld eget.

Hon. J. Miichell: The money was not
spent in the agriculiural backblocks.

The PREMIER: Then the leader of
the Opposition said we had no right to
spend £2,792—a huge sum out of a total
axceeding three millions—in the estab-
lishment of a fish supply. At this very
moment the Press of the Eastern States
is  hitterly attacking Liberal Govern-
menis for not following owr example in
this respect.

Hon. T. Mitchell: Whai do they know
about the thing over there?

The PREMIER: The newspapers of
the TFastern Sfates are nol concerned
about our veunture, hut they are con-
cerned 1o know that the coasta]l waters
of Anstralia teem with fish for which the
people are hnngering. And why are they
hungering for fish? Because private en-
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terprise will not tackle the problem of
fish supplies; because a few foreigmers
have eome out and formed rings and are
thereby preventing the people from ob-
taining fresh fish at reasonable prices.
Liberal journals in the Eastern States
are now urging Eastern States Liberal
Governments to follow the example of
Western Australia and nationalise the
fishing indusiry so that fresh fish may
be placed within the reach of the people.
Those are some of the items on which
the leader of the Opposition would eco-
nomise, The real leader of the Liberal
party, Mr. Colebatch, through his news-
paper, once asserted that this State
should never spend more thaw ope mil-
lion per anonm from Loan funds,

Hon, J. Mitichell: He has corrected
you forty times as to that.

The PREMIER: Mr, Colchatch stated
that in his newspaper.

Hon, J. Mitchell: He coulid do more
real work for the country with one mil-
hLon than you conld do with four mil-
lions.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
need not worry. I do not know that T
could get anyone to concern himself so
mueh in my hehalf when Mr. Colebateh
attacks me in another place,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You have yvour Col-
onial Secretary there.

The PREMIER: At all events, T read
that statement myself in Mr. Colebatch’s
newspaper when I was in Northam once.
T have heen challenging that hon. gen-
tleman and anyone agreeing with him on
the point fo show me how this country’s
Loan expendifure could he veduced to a
million annually by indicating what
items should he eut out. The first attempt
{n meet my challenge has heen made by
the leader of the Opposition to-night.
And by how much does he propose to
reduce last vear’s Loan expenditure? By
£362,000, still leaving, out of £2,521,608,
a balance of over £2,200,000. When the
hon. member went to the ecuntry in 1911
he submitted a programme that wonld
have involved a Loan expenditure of ten
nillions.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Four millions.
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The PREMIER: The pew harhour
would bave cost a million, and the rail-
way construction propoesed by lim would
bave cost four millions; and then there
was the rest of the programme. Of
course, the bon. member did not really
mean it. However, this extravagant ex-
penditure of whieh we have heard so
much eould, vn the hon. member's own
showing, lave heen vreduced by only
£326,000 for the past financial year.

Mr. E. B, Jobnsten: And the couniry
would have suffered.

The PREMIER: Even if that were
not so, the faet remains that the leader
of lbe Opposition recognises that a Loan
expenditure of fully £2200,000 was
necessary to provide indispensable faci-
lifies for the people. The hon. member
made various references to the cost of
railway construction, but I am not going
to follow him in that respect. He has
made the same statement and quoted the
same figures times out of nuwmber, aud
just as frequently as he has pat forward
his case have we contradicted it hy the
evidence——

Hon. J. Mitchell:
dence?

The PREMIER: Evidence not con-
eocted by a Minister bul supplied by the
departmental engineers, who were also
the Government engineers when our
friends were in office—evidence proving
that, allowing for the increased cost of
material, ratlways are being econstructed
to-day more cheaply, and alsp hetter.
than the work was carried out under the
Liberal Administration.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
can turn up Hansard and read the evi-
dence there. Apain, the leader of the
Opposition  iotroduced the cuestion of
the electrie power house at Bast Perih;
and, once more, I do not propose to fol-
low him on the present oceasion. Mr.
Colebateh there too thought he had made
a grand disecovery, and he went to an-
other place and said, “I bave a tale to
unfold of my discoveries. I have spent
nine hours on the power house files, and
I have some revelations to make.” What
did he diseover, in fact? Something that

Where is the evi-
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he Lad been told years previously by the
Minister representing the Government in
that Clamber—something that had been
definifely and completely placed before
this Chamber by myself when a certain
Rill and certain estimates of cost were
being submilted here. The leader of the
Opposition was merely repeating what
Mr. Colebateh has said on this subject.
The leader of the Opposition bas noi
studied the question for himself at all,
bnt has simply repeated here, from Han-

surd, such portions as it snited bhim fo

repeat of Mr, Colebatelh’s speech.

Hon. 1. Mitchell: The leader of the
Opposition read an official minute, tooc.

The PREMIER: MHe continues to
make assertions on this subject which T
have 1epeatedly contradicted in this
Clhamber. Qur Liberal friends, or the
organisation tv which hon. members op-
posite are attached, sent round e¢anvas-
sers al the last general election lo tell
the electors thal ne tenders had been
called for the East Perth power bouse.

Hon. J, Mitchell: In what way were
they called?

The PREMEER: They were called
from all the leading firms who could sup-
ply the malerial. and they were called in
proper form,

Hon. J. Mitehell;
prices were obtained.

The PREMIER: No. [ say that ten-
ders were called and were submitted for
the various waterials required in connee-
tion with the erection of the ypower house.
Tenders vlosed before T aerived in Lon-
don. and the livm of experts engaged—
and there is none better known in the
world—Messrs, Merz & McLellan, re-
commended the acceptance of certain
tenders. [ myself never sighted ihe ten-
ders, They were never submitied. to me
while I was i l.endon. My name had
merely bheen writlen at the bottom of the
cahlegram which was sent ouni, nnd Cab-
inet dealt with the matter and approved
of the tender. Yel siatements were circu-
lated hy the Liberal organisations for the
purpose of damaging my personal char-
acter and for miserable party purposes,
and now hon. members, by innuendo, re-

Yon mean that
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peat those statements. The hon, niem-
her stated that he spent nine hours over
the files, but lre eould have got all the
information he wanted in nine minutes
if he had approached the officials of the
Railway Department. Then he intro-
duced the freezing works question, and
we had that discussed ad nawseam, and
1 suppose we shall diseuss it again. The
(iuestion of the purchase of a new
steamer has also been discussed, and the
answers which were given to the ques-
tions asked relative to the purchase were
deliberately twisted. His questions did
not apply to the ‘*Kangaroo.’”” We were
pledged to secrecy in the matter by the
British Admiralty. The hon. member
asked whether we were considering the
advisableness of purchasing a new
steamter to replace the ‘¢ Western Aus-
tralia,’’ but it was pointed out that such
a vessel could not be built in o year, Sir
John Biles was asked to report on the
matter, and he stated that there was a
vessel which Le thought would he avail-
able, and le stated that the Admiralty
would not allow any British ship to go
to a foreign owner. He recommended
the purchase of the ‘‘Kaugarog,’’ and
we accepted it for more reasvns than
one. One partienlar reason which stood
out was that there was going to be a
shortage of freight this vear. and we
were going to introdure bulk handling,
and there was the opportunity tu test if.
There would he a steamer which could be
economieally worked, and which it was
thonght would he satisfactory in every
wayv, What I have given is only a brief
outline of what took place, but it is suf-
ficient to refute the siatement that I
supplied false information. Some men-
tion has been made about illezal expen-
diture in connection with the purchase of
this boat, and the member for Canning
also applied himself to this parlicular
question. I would like to tell the mem-
her for Canning that. although he en-
deavours to repudiate the actions of the
Liberal Governments in the past during
the period that this Government have oe-
cupied the Treasury bench he has ocen-
pied public platforms and has advocated
the claims of that party, a party whe
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were responsible for more illegal expen-
diture dwrive 12 months than the whole
of ibe period this Government have been
in olflice. The hon, member ha< made a
discovery that wnder the  Constitution
Aet

My Rlobingou:
discovered anxthing,
one who rans to read.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
dealt with the Consolidated Reveune ae-
count,

Mr. Rubingon: 1 have said so.

The PREMIER: Every pound from
Consolidated Revenue is spent under
supply and appropriation duly  recog-
niged. '

Mr. Robinson:
of these ships.

The PREMIER: Ships are not pur-
chased from Consolidated Revenue. The
lon. member referred to the Audit Aect.
Section 31 provides that no money shall
be drawn from the public Account ex-
cept under appropriation made by law
or by the autherity of the Government.
Publie Accounl embraces all accounts,
and all moneys are drawn from Public
Account. The words I have quoted from
the section are there for a definite pur-
pose. We carry on in Western Australia
with an Executive Government who are
called upon to take the responsibility for
their aetions, We have taken the re-
sponsibility of doing something which we
helieve is in the best interesis of the
State, and we have doue it under the
terms of the Constitution Aet and the
Audit Act.

Myr. Robinson: Section 38 of the An-
dit Aet says that yon cannot expend
moneys from Loan exeept under the au-
thority of an Aet of Parliament,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
did not quote Section 60 of the Andit
Act, which says—

All the provisions of this Aet re-
lating to the issue and expenditure of
public moneys and the authority for
such issue and expenditure, shall ap-
ply ito the issue and expenditure of
moneys standing to the credit of the
General Loan Fund, and the Governor

I did not vlaim o have
1t is there for any-

Not on the purchase
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=hall have the same authority with re-

gpect to such moneys and the expendi-

ture rhereof as he has with respecl to
moneys standing to the credit of the

Consolidated Revenue Fund.

The powers of the Governnent are clear-
ly defined in that seetion. The hon,
member should ask his leader as fio
whether it is possible to carry on gov-
ernment without the Government taking
responsibility of at all times drawing
on Public Aveount to meet unforeseen
emergencies,

My, Robinson: 'That relafes to
venue, not to [oan money.

The PREMIER: On 30th September,
19006, there was £204,962 16s. 9d. debited
against Loan Suspense Account, which
is a special areonnt set up to provide for
expenditure not authorised by Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
cipally.

The PREMIER: That sum was de-
bifed against Loan Suspense Account
and authority was not obtained from Par-
liament until the 17th December, 1906.
On the 31st December, 1908, there was
£267.000 debited arainst Loan Suspense

Re-

Excesses prin-

Aceount, for whielh there was no
authority of Parliament.
Hon. Frank Wilson:  They were

excesses. Do you maintain you could
buy a fleet of steamers without sanction *?

The PREMIER : No, I do not. Does
the hon. member contend that he could
buy up all the private property in
Waeatern Australia without parliamentary
authority ? Yet he bought Dalkeith
estate in that way.

Mr. Robinson :
make a right.

The PREMIER : On the 31st Decem-
ber, 1910, there was an amount of
£88,837 5s3. 10d. debited against Loan
Suspense Account, for which there was
no authority of Parliament, and that
was asgented to only in a Loan Act of
16th February, 1911. On the 30th
September, 1911, there was an amount
of £12,572 17s. 11d. debited against
Loan Suspense Account without the
authority of Parlinment, and the Loan Act
to cover that expenditure was assenied

Two wrongs do not
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to only on the 9th January, 1912. Thus
we had to legalise the actions of our
predecessors, Our predecessors carried
on Government for three months, draw-
ing out of public funds for the carrying
on of the services of the State, without
meeting Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No; I took a
vote for three months when 1 was
absent at the Coronation.

The PREMIER: On one occasion,
when Bir Newton Moore was Premier,
the House did not meet until the end
of August; yet he had no authority
for the expenditure of money in the
meantime.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
the same.

The PREMIER : Only once, and then
I approached the leader of the Opposition
and suggested that it might be desirable
to get two months’ supply to carry on,
instead of calling Parliament together
in June and then adjourning for a
month or two.

Mr. Robinson :

You have dcne

There is a great
difference between that and buying
ships without authorisation. I will
move the item out of the Estimates.

The PREMIER : The leader of the
Opposition spent a large sum of money
on harbour works without authorisation,
and so as not to increase his deficit he
charged it to suspense account instead of
spending it from revenue. He said,
“For the next five years I will put
aside so much per year against revenue ;
B0 ag to make the position look hetter
I will cover up my tracks.”

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: He did this, and
now he comes along and preaches the
gospe! of doing everything in striet
conformity with the letter of the Act.
Some of the existing deficit is due to
our paying the hon. member’s debts.

Mr. Robinson: You were in Par-
liament ; did you not object to this
sort of thing ?

The PREMIER: XNo, we did not
know anything about it. We only
discovered it after we got over here.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nonsense ;
you passed the appropriation,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER : Again, there was
the purchase of the Crawley Park estate.

Hon. Frank Wilkon: A wvery good
purchage.

The PREMIER : It was; but I can
say the same about the steamer, an
excellent purchase. We heard nothing
about Crawley Park until we saw itin
the Excess Bill the iollowing year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It was in all
the newspapers.

The PREMIER : 8o was the steamer
purchase in all the newspapers, but
that does not give authority to spend
the money. Parliament knew nothing
about the Crawley Park purchase until
months after the purchase was com-
pleted.

Mr. Robinson: Fifty such instances
do not answer my point.

The PREMIER : The Avondale
estate wag another instance. I hope
I have shown the member for Canning
that if in connection with the purchase
of the steamers we have done gome-
thing which does not seem to give him
pleasure, it will give the people of the
State, especially the primary producer,
pleasure, when the full effect of it is
felt. If anything irregular has been
done, the hon. member will recognise
that our predecessors set us the example.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You said the
same thing in regard to the " Western
Australia.”

The PREMIER : No, in that instance
we came down to Parlinmnent under
* Treasurer's Advance.”

Hon. Frank Wilkon: 1 will know
what to do when I get back to power.

The PREMIER : If the hon. member,
when discussing the trading concerns
ifor which the present Govermment are
responsible and are prepared to take
full responsibility—

Hon. Frank Wilson : What is the good
of that 2 Will you bear the loss ?

The PREMIER : The hon. member is
beginning to appreciate what we fully
appreciated when we were on the Oppo-
sition side, when he and his Government
were tyrannising over the workers of
this State. They brought down a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill, a perry-
mandering Bill ag it was known—and
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had to bring a sick man to the House
in order to get it passed and then the
hon. member said—* We will take the
responsibility.” What was the good of
them taking the responsibility when we
were the ones who would suffer under
that measure.

Hon., Frank Wikson: ‘“There was no
loss under it and you did not suffer.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! Has
this anything to do with the loan
Estimates ?

‘The PREMIER : Yes, the leader of
the Opposition introduced these matters
and I must reply to them. We take
the responsibility for our actions in
this direction. I would ask the Oppo-
Bition to discuss the question of trading
concerns without everlastingly connceting

with them those persons we appoint to |

manage them for us, because, by he-
littling them, there is & danger of doing
these perscns & lifelong injury.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yon do that
yourself.

The PREMIER : Xo. Mr. Stevens,
the Aeting Manager of the State Steam-
phip Service, ia not responsible for ths
policy of the mervice.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You always
hide yourself behind your servants.

The PREMIER: 1 am protecting
them. Mr. Stevens is not, in the slightest
degree, responsible for the policy of the
Staté Steamship Service. He is there
to do his best in connection with the
management of the steamers, and it is
unfair that the Opposition should en-
deavour to belittle him because he
happens to be the manager of the
concern.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
done so.

The PREMIER: Mr. Stevens has
a reputaiion, and he cannot defend it
here.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Mr. Chairtnan,
I deny that I ever belittled Mr. Stevens
and it iz not right of the Premier to
make false statemente in connection with
my speech.

The PREMIER: 1 take exception
to the accusation of making false state-
ments. I listened to the hon. member
intently. :

I have not
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Hon. Frank Wilson: You talked too

much.
The CHAIRMAXN: 1 ask the leader
of the Opposition to withdraw his

remark accusing the Premier of making
false statements.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, an in-

correct statement. but the Premier
should withdraw his objectionable re-
mark.

The PREMIER : I withdraw. I
think we might discuss these concerns
from the point of view of policy and
not from the point of view of the in-
dividuals who happen to be selected
by the Government to manage them.
These men are not responsible for the
policy ; the Government are responsible
for that and take the responsibility
for it. I am not going to follow the
hon. member any further except to
repeat that what I said when introducing
the Loan Estimates with regard to the
expenditure of loan funds on public
works lagt year compared with the
year 1911 still stands good, and that a
great proportion of the £2,103,000 which
is provided this year i3 due to the
necessity to find money to finance our
settlers and financial institutions which
money had not to be provided from loan
fund by our predecessors, and to finance
those particular works which in most
of the States of Auwstralia are con-
trolled and financed separately by boards.
That being the case it is not fair for
the hon. member, again for party pur-
poses, to take the debt per head of the
population of Western Australia and
compare it with that of Victoria to our
detriment, and thus undermine the
credit of our State. Tt is not only
absolutely unfair, but quite unworthy
of the leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have done
that yourself in your sots.

The PREMIER : On the contrary I
have taken the figures and shown the
amount which should be deducted be-
cause it i not fairly chargeable to the
national debt.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have
undermined the national eredit.

The PREMIER : A great amount of
this money has been borrowed and
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expended in the interest of individuals
who are responsible to the State for
the repayment of that money, and such
an amount should not be considered
part of our national debt. Surely the
hon, member ¢an sometimes think suffi-
ciently of his own State to fairly re-
present this position to the public and
through the public to those who find
the capital to carry on our industries.
I appreciated the remarks of the leader
of the Country party. He took a
national view of the whole question.
I think that hon. gentleman might try
sometimes, when dealing with these
larger issues such as our revenue ex-
penditure and our loan expenditure,
to make comparigons on & national basis
and not merely on a South-West corner
basis. I expect that from the member
of any party, but the leader of a party
I expect to take a broader view namely
that of the whole State.

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
class organisation.

The PREMIER: I do not think
the organisation was responsible for his
utterances here to-night. The member
for Kalgoorlie bitterly complained be-
cause the Government have not done
more in conneetion with the eonstruction
of the Esperance railway. I know that
some complaints have been made, prin-
cipally by the Esperance Railway League
in Kalgoorlie, against what they termed
the inaction of the Government for not
pushing on with the construction of this
line. It i3 not very generous on the
part of that organisation or on the
part of the member for Kalgoorlie that
they should so soon forget that we passed
the Bill no fewer than five times in this
Chamber and submitted it as often to
another place for the purpose of getiing
this line aunthorised. When ‘the Bill
was rejected we submitted on our Loan
Estimates a sum to provide a road for
motor tractors to assist the develop-
ment of that eountry pending the pro-
vision of a ratlway. It was [argely
due to this fact that Parliament event.
tually agreed, by a narrow majority it
is true, to nuthorise the building of
60 miles of railway from Esperance

It is only a

......
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to proceed with the construction of
chis line with some speed, they might
have been generous enough to recognise
that we have shown our sincerity by our
past actions, and should have encouraged
us rather than adopted the attitude
they have taken. We are gathering the
material for this railway. It is not an
easy job. A new jetty has to be built.
A pgood deal of the earth works have
already been constructed in the road
which wng put dewn along the route
of the railway so that, when the line
was eventually authorised, we would
merely have to throw the sleepers and
rails on to it. We have about 30 miles
of earth works thus constructed. The
member for Bunbury complained about
the neglect of the South-West.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : The hon. member
should recognise that we spent something
like £200,000 on the establishment of
sawmills in the South-West, not merely
to turn out timber for the market but
to make that magnificent country, about
which the hon. member speaks so fluently,
available not only for settlement but also
for that closer settlement which he
desires.

Mr. Thomas: Your first consideration
was to market the timber, not to meake
the land available for settlement.

The PREMIER : T do not agree that
that was the first consideration ; -they
were equal considerations. That country
had been inspected and we were desirous
of removing the timber in order to make
the land available for settlement. We
are responsible for tht Manjimup, Big
Brook, and \Wagin-Bowaelling lines, and
these are in the South-West. We
oxtended the reilway from Dwellingup
to Dwarda. That. too, is in the South-
West.  We purchased the Margaret river-
Flinders Bay vailway, which again is in
the South-West.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You spoilt that
transaction by not carrying the railway -
on to Margaret river.

The PREMIER : The Brunswick State
farm has been extended during the past
four years,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You promised
that railway four years ago.
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The PREMIER: There are other
places in the State which are muore
entitled to consideration than that par
ticular district. The land is there, but
the settlement is not. We have made &
commencement with the harbour im-
provements at Bunbury which have so
long been asked for. "~ We have made
& genuine start on that work, and therc
is & sum on the Estimates for the purpose
of going on with it. The member for
Bunbury might appreciate that. We
relaid the line from Armadale to Bunbury
for the purpose of giving better travelling
facilitics to the public in the South-West.
We apent a large sum of money on the
drainage of the Stirling estate, for the
purpose of assisting the South-West.
We also kept on in employment the men
working at the mills when other mills
were being closed down, and this has
meant & great deal to the business people
of Bunbury, We practically rebuilt the
Caves House, and encouraged people to
vigit that beautiful portion of the State.
We established our brick yards in the
South-Waest.

Mr. Thomas : Where are they ?

The PREMIER : That is at Beenup.

Mr. Thomas: That is in Perth.

The PREMIER : It is in the South-
West. This Government were respon-
gible for passing the Lrrigation Act, and
not without a struggle, which will enable
us to do what the hon. member desires
us to do, and we provided £50,000 to-
wards the cstablishinent of the first
irrigation seheme in the South-West,
We put men on to clear the Harvey
estate, and so bring it into greater use-
fulness, which is of advantage to the
people of the South-West. Last year
1,700 acres were cleared, and the Minister
is now taking the preliminary steps
to make the land aveiloble in the near
future.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Now we know
where the money has gone.

The PREMIER: It is not s case,
therefore, of the Government overlooking
the South-West, but it is a case of
members from that part of the State
overlooking what the Government have
done.

(78]
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Mr. Thomas: These are merely the
details of what you should do.

The PREMIER : 1 am astonished at
the hon. member.

Mr. Thomas: The Premier should do
more.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
might recognise that we are entitled to
give some consideration to the metro-
politan arca and to the industrial classes
congregated in our towns, in c¢onnection
with which matter there has been con-
siderablo neglect in past yvars. These
people sre entitled to have comfortable
homes. Will the hon. member suggest
that wo should refuse to provide money
for the erection of workers’ homes in the
metropolitan arsa?

Mr.
that.

The PREMIER : Very well. That is
exactly the position which we find hon.
members occupying when they are com-
plaining about our Loan expenditwre.
One cannot pin them down to anything
definite or any definite ground for com.
plaint when the individual items are
brought under their notice. In the
previpus year wo spent £240,000 on
workers' homes, but this has now been
reduced to £97,000. This was due largely
to the commitments that were made,
and to the fact that we had to go on
with thein. Wo had to stick to these
operations. There is a certain smount
of money coming beck by way of re-
payments under the Workers’ Homes
Act which can be re-used, and we are
rc-using it for the purpose of providing
new hores. If the member for Bunbury
will gonsider the matter for ten minutes
and go through the items, and listen to
the details which are given upon these
by the Ministers when they are under
consideration, he will diseover that never
in the history of Australia, and particu-
larly of Western Australia, were Esti.
mates submitted to Parlisment which
provided for the wants of the people on
such an equitable basis as these Esti-
mates provide for them. In ¢onnection
with the first vote, which is now before
the Committee, I would point out that
this Vote is placed there on the assurp-

Thomas: 1 would not suggest
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tion that the total amount providedonthe
Loan Estimates and the Revenue Esti-
mates will be expended. If the vote is
not expended, a reduction will take
place. It is a matter which will be
adjusted at the end of the year on the
basis of the proportion which will be
expended from either Loan or Revenue
Fund.

Vote put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
Progress roported.

House adjourned at 12-9 a.m. (Fiiduy)

Begistative Council,
Tuesday, 2nd November, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair al
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SITTING HOTUR, EXTENSION.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Ifon,
J. M. Drew—Central): T move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Council do meet for the despaich
of Lusiness at theee pom. on all silting
days.

It is probable that the session \ull he
brought to a close this week, and as is
usunl when ihe session is nearing the end,
I am asking hon. members to meet at the

[COUNCIL.]

hour of 3 instead of at 1.30. It may not
he necessary to call the House togelher
at thal hour, but il is as well to be pre-
pared in the event of the necessity
arising,

Question passed,

BTANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Iwew—Central): T move—

That for the remainder of the session
so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is wnecessary to enable
Bills to be taken through «ll stages at
ane sitting and Messages to be taken
inlo comsideration forthwith.

The Standing Orders in another place
have been suspended and it is the eus-
tomary procedure to follow when the
session is about to draw to a close. The
suspension of the Standing Orders
facilitates the transaction of the business
beiween the two Chambers.
Question passed.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(No. 2).

. Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.35] in moving
the second reading said: This is a short
nieasure introduced for the purpose of
excizing from the class A reserve at
Slirling Bsiate in the Capel distriet, that
portion of the reserve contained in Lot
GO of the subdivision, eontaining 50 acres.
For the information of members I may
say that it has heen diseovered there is
on this land a depo<it of lime suitable
for use in the manufacture of cement. A
zenlleman from South Australia inter-
ested in the manufacture of cement is at
present in this State, and an application
has been lodged for a speeial lease of this
portion of the reserve, but while it is
included in the class A reserve, that
applieation cannot, of eourse, be con-
sidered. Tt is credibly stated that eapital
to the amount of £80,000 is available for
the prosecution of the industry to be



